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The Light of Nature proves the 


Goodness of God. 


T has been supposed to be 

extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, to prove the good- 
ness or moral rectitude of God, 
from the mere light of nature. 
It is allowed by all, who believe 
the inspiration of the Scriptures, 
that God is good, and can be 
proved to be good, from his 
word. Yet many, who believe 
that the moral rectitude of the 
Deity may be proved from Scrip- 
ture, deny that it can be proved 
from the bare works of creation 
and providence. And it must 
be conceded that it is more dif- 
ficult to demonstrate the good- 
ness of God, than to demonstrate 
his self-existence, almighty pow- 
er and universal knowledge. 
These perfections are plainly 
manifested from the things that 
are made. It is clearly evident 
that the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth must be self-ex- 
istent, independent and perfect- 
ly wise and powerful. But there 


does not appear any certain and | 
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necessary connection between 
these natural attributes of the 
Deity and moral rectitude. We 
find that natural faculties and 
moral goodness are actually sep- 
arated in creatures. Men may 
have great strength of body and 
mind, and possess superior know- 
ledge aud wisdom ; and yet be 
destitute of real goodness or true 
benevolence. Greatness and 
goodness are often separated a- 
mong men. And we cannot, 
therefore, necessarily infer the 
goodness of the Deity froin his 
eternity, immutability, omni- 
presence, omnipotence, or om- 
niscience. These natural per- 
fections may all be supposed to 
be in the Deity, while he is ut- 
terly destitute of holiness, jus- 
tice, goodness and truth. Be- 
sides, there are some appear- 
ances in Providence, which are 
thought to militate against these 
moral attributes of God. The 
moral depravity of mankind, 
the prosperity of the wicked, 
the pains aud distresses of the 
righteous and the unequal dis- 
tributions of Providence, have 
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been considered as so many arl- 
guments against the moral rec- 
titude of the Deity. Many are 
ready to believe and say, that 
if God were perfectly holy, just 
and good, he would never suf- 
fer any of his creatures to be 
sinful and miserable ; and espe- 
ciaily, that he would never sul- 
fer the innocent to be miserable, 
while the guilty pass with im- 
munity. In short, all the natu- 
ral and moral evils, whicha- 
bound in the world, are suppo- 
sed to chscure, if not to destroy 
ihe evidence of the moral rec- 
tilude of God. So that no man, 
who is destitute of divine reve- 
lation, can possibly obtain con- 
vincing evidence, that his great 
Creator is a being of perfect 


goodness, by the mere light of 


niture. ‘This, L say, is the o- 
pinion of many Christians and 
Christian Divines. It is, there- 
fore, well worthy of critical in- 
guiry whether the bare light of 
nature does not clearly discover 
the goodness, or moral rectitude 
of the Deity. And since I pro- 
pose to argue with those, who 
believe the Bible to be divine 
and the Deity to be good, I 
may with propriety make use 
of the following arguments to 
prove th:.t the goodness of God 
appears from the light of nature. 
Here then I would observe, 


us to suppose, that the goodness 
of God may be learnt from his | 
works. We read in the nine- 
teenth Psalm, “ The heavens | 
declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament sheweth his han- 
dy work. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night 
sheweth Knowledge There is 
no speech nor innguage, where 
their voice is not heard.” It is 
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here asserted, that the voice of 
nature declares to every nation 
of every language, on the face 
of the earth, that God isa being 
of moral glory, or perfect good. 
ness. So that there is no na. 
tion, but what might learn the 
goodness of God from the works 
of creation and providence. — 
Again itis written in the Psalms 
—*T he earth is full of the good. 
ness of the Lord.” = And again, 
—“‘The Lord is good to all : and 
his tender mercies are over al] 
his works.” ‘This supposes that 
all men are the subjects of di- 
vine goodness, and might know, 
if they would, the benevolence 
of the Deity. The apostle, 
speaking of the heathen, says, 
“ That which may be known of 
God, is manifest in them; fer 
God hath shewed it unto them. 
For the invisible things of him 
from the creation of the world 
are clearly seev, being under- 
stood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power 
and godhead ; so that they are 
without excuse ;”’—that is, with- 
out excuse for not knowing and 
loving and serving their kind and 
bountiful Creator. And the 
apustle, speaking to the heathen 
themscives, tells them the same 
things. When the men of 
| Lystra and Derbe were about 
crifice to Paul and 
Barnabas, aes demanded,“Why 
do ye these things? We also ar 
men of like passions with you, 
and preach unto you that ye 
should turn from these vanities 
unto the living Ged, who made 
heaven aud earth and the'sea 
and ail things that are therein. 
who in times past suffered all 
nations to walk in their own 
ways. Nevertheless he left not 
himself without witness, in that 
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he did good, and gave them rain | 
from heaven aud fruitful sea- | 
sous, filling their hearts with 

food and gladness.” It is the , 
plain import of this passage, | 
that the heathen would always 
hove had abundant evidence of 
the goodness of God. from the 
works of creation and provi- 
dence. Thus the Scripture leads 
us to suppose, that God has dis- 
covered his gooduess to ofl man- 
kind by the hight of nature. 

2. I} Ged is pertcetly good, 
he uiust necessarily discover his 
gouduess in his works. Good- 
ness is au active priciple in all 
moral agents who possess it. 
Goodness is men prompts them 
te do good. And the Psalmist 
acknowledges before God, that! 
his goodness prompts him to , 
acts of goodness. “ Thou art. 
good, and dest good.” Now, if | 
God be perfectly good, and if 
goodness be the principle from 
which he always acts ; then it 
is utterly impossible that he 
should not discover it in his 
works. Though beings of im- 
perfect goodness may not dis- 
cover itin their conduct ; yet 
a being of perfect goodness, who 
always acts from a benevolent 
motive and seeks a benevolent 
end, must discover it. It is just 
as impossible, that a being, who 
always acts from goodness, 
should not discover his goodness 
by his conduct ; as that a being, 
who always acts from wisdom, 
should not discover his wisdom. 
There is, therefore, just as full 
and clear evidence cf God’s 
Soodness, as of his wisdom, 
from his works. But it is ac- 
knowledged that the wisdom of 
God may be demonstrated from 
the things, which he has made. 
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"he earth is full of the marks 
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of divine wisdom. It is allow- 
ed, that bliud and unmeaning 
chance could never form such 
a regular, harmonious beautiful 
world. But we might as weil 
suppose that a being destitute 
of wisdom should form such a 
beauti‘ul world, as that a being 
destitute of goodness should 
form such a happy world. ‘The 
marks of gooduess are no less 


Oumerous aud striking, than the 


marks of wisdom in every part 
of the world. It it be allowed, 
therefore, that God is perfectly 
good, it must be granted, thit 
his goodness is discernible in all 
his works, which are the fruits 
and'c fects of goodness ; If God is 
perfectly good, the earth is full 
of his goodness, and the earth 
every where exhibits evidence 
of his goodness, without the 
least evidence to the contrary. 
3. If God does not discover 
his goodness by his works in 
this world, he never can discov- 
er his goodness in all eternity. 
It is maintuined by all Chris- 
tians that God is good, and that 
his goodness will be fully mani- 
fested. But some insist, that 
we cannot discover his goodness 
in the present state merely by 
his works, because there are so 
many natural and moral evils 
in the world. These they sup- 
pose form arguments against his 
goodness, and such strong argu- 
ments, that had we nothing but 
the light of nature to form our 
opinion of the Deity, we could 
not discover any goodness in 
him, much less perfect good- 
ness. But if natural and moral 
evils destroy the evidence of 
God’s goodness in this world, 
why not in the next? Accord- 
ing to Scripture as well as rea- 
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there will be much more sin and 
misery in a future state, than 
in this. Thesin and misery of 
the damned will undoubtedly 
exceed any natural and moral 
evils, that have ever taken 
place, or ever will take place, 
jn the present world. Why 
then will not those future and 
eternal evils form stronger argu- 
ments agaiust the goodness of 
God, in a future state, than any 
temporal evils do in this? Per- 
haps, it may be said, that ina 
future state, God willexplain his 
conduct, and tell all intelligent 
creatures the reasons of his ma- 
king the finally impenitent sin- 
ful and miserable for ever. Be 
it so; but how will intelligent 
beings know that God tells them 
the truth, unless they know by 
some other way than his decla- 
rations that he is a being of mo- 
ral rectitude? We may know 
ihat a perfectly holy being can- 
not violate his veracity ; but 
how can we know that God 
cannot, unless we know that he 
is perfectly holy ? It may be 
further said, that in a future 
state the great scheme of re- 
demption will be finished, and 
all holy creatures will be uniied 
in a state of perfect felicity, 
where all natural and moral 
evil is excluded. Be it so; but 
how can the inhabitants of hea- 
ven know, that their then pres- 
ent siate is not introductory to 
onother of perfect sinfulness and 
saisery ? ‘I'he fallen angels were 
once holy and happy ; and the 
first parents of the human race 
were onceina similar happy and 
holy state. But then fallen 
angels, and many of the fallen 
race of man, will appear com- 
pletely wretched. And how 


the heavenly inhabitants yi) 
in some distant period be redu- 
ced to a state equally sinful, 
miserable and dreadful ? It 
may be said, God has eng:ged 
to make the inhabitants of 
heaven eternally happy, and 
the damned eternally misera- 
ble. But how can it be known 
that God will fulfil these en- 
gagements, unless it be certain 
that he is a being of perfect 
rectitude ? Hence it appears, 
that if God’s moral rectitude be 
ever established, it must be es- 
tablished by his works. And if 
his works can ever establish it, 
they can establish it as well in 
this world, as in the other. If, 
therefore, the works of God do 
not discover his perfect good- 
ness in this world, they cannot 
in any other. Natural and mo- 
ral evils do exist, have existed 
aud will exist forever. And if 
these prevent God from dis- 
coveritig his perfect goodness in 
this world, they will do the 
same to all eternity. But it is 
allowed by all Christians, that 
natural and moral evils will not 
be any objection against God’s 
perfect goodness in a future 
state ; and therefore they are 
no objection against it in this 
state. Hence the earth may 
pow appear to be full of the 
goodness of the Lord, notwith- 
standing all the sins and suffer- 
ings of mankind at present ; 
and they may now know, as 
well as in any future state, that 
God is perfectly holy, just and 
good. 

4. God’s making men capable 
of knowing the difference be- 
tween moral good and evil is 2 
plain evidence of his own moral 
rectitude. If God were not 
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perfectly holy, we cannot cen- 
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ceive why he should form man- 
kiad with a Capacity to discover 
his moral character. For he 
must have Known, that they 
would sooner or later discover 
his moral imperfection and as 
soon as they discovered it, 
would feel themselves under 
moral obligation to h:.te the au- 
ther of their being. Butif God 
were pertectly holy, just and 
good, we May Well suppose, that | 
he would take pleasure in form- 

ing rational moral agests. who | 
should be Capable of seeing. ad- | 
miring and adoring the moral | 
beauty, excelleuice and glory of 
their great Creator If it should 
be said, that a malevolent being 
might form creatures of moral 
discernment, in order to increase 
their misery, it is sufficient to 
observe, that a malevoleut being 
isalways more disposed to pre- 
serve himself from evil, than to 
inflict it upon others ; and of con- 
sequence would be totally averse 
from making such creatures, as 
should be capable of hating or 
despising his own character and 
conduct. It is therefore a clear 
evidence of the goodness of God, 
that he made men with a pow- 
er of discerning his own moral 
character. All men carry in 
their own minds a clear demon- 
stration of the moral rectitude 
of their Creator. He has made 
them capable of seeing the mor- 
al excelleuce of true benevo- 
lence ; incapable of inwardly 
approving of malevolence, or a- 
ny moral evil. Their con- 
science contiaually reminds 
them, that their Maker loves 
righteousness and hates iniqui- 
ty; and therefore is a being of 


perfect goodness and moral rec- 
titude. 





naturally calculated to promote 
the happivess of men. The 
heavens aiid the earth, with all 
their fursiturs, are acapted te 
the use auc service of the bu- 
Man ruce. Ali the inferior 
avimais, that are destitute of ra- 
tiouz) and mera! powers, natus 
rally contuitute to the support 
and.comfort of umen life. Aud 
the more the works of oature 
are €XamMined by the eye of reas 
son and phitossyy, the more. 
every cre ted object appears to 
be forinsd for utility. There 
is sCarce:. a single object to be 
found, bt: has been or may be 
couver: ‘to some useful and 
Importsnt purpose. All the el- 
emeuts, ail tue iusecis, aff ihe 
abimals, all tine trees aud Sow- 
ers aud frujis of the esrih, 
have been found to be useiul. 
And the most noxious obj. cis 
are ofteu found to be the most 
sovereign Diedicines, and to an- 
swer the most salutary purposes. 
Iu short, all nature loudly pro- 
claims the kindness and mu- 
nificence of the great Creator. 
Now itis difficult to conceive 
that a malevolent being should 
form such a world, as a benevo- 
lent being would form ; or that 
if God were not perfectly good, 
he would not form a world eve- 
ry way calculated to promote 
the happiness of his creatures. 
The whole construction of the 
world, therefore, is a strong de- 
monstration of the perfect good- 
ness of the Deity. 

6. God’s works of providence 
equally display his goodness. 
He crowns every year, every 
month, every day, every mo- 
ment with his goodness. He 
causes the sun to rise and the 
rain to fallon the just and on 





5. The works of creatian are 


the unjust. He opens his hand 
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and suppliés the wants of every 
living thing. He fills the world 
with light and joy. The whole 
earth is full of his goodness. 
He constantly exerts almighty 
power, not only in upholding, 
but in governing the world. 
The sun would cease to rise, 
the seasons would cease to roll, 
and all the inhabitants of the 
earth would cease to move, were 
God to suspend his governing 
providence. And were God to 
seek themisery of men, he would 
turnal! the wheels of providence 
against them, and crush them 
before every material object. 
We know by what he sometimes 
does, that he can arm all the ele- 
ments, and indeed any material 
object against the life and hap- 
piness of mankind. Hence the 
general course of his providence 
in their favor, is a clear and con- 
vincing evidence of his paternal 
care and kindness. The provi- 
dence of God bears universal 
testimony to all nations, that he 
is good and dees good, by filling 
their hearts with food and glad- 
ness. 

I may observe once more, 

7. There is nothing in the 
works of crealion and provi- 
dence, which really militates 
against the posilive evidence of 
divine goodness. It is allowed 
by all, that there are many 
marks of divine goodness in the 
creation and government of the 
world ; but yet it .is said there 
are some things, which seem to 
destroy the positive evidence of 
God’s goodness. ‘These are sin 
and misery. But these are so 
far from being inconsistent with 
divine goodness, that they may 
be real displays of it. If the 
good of the universe can be 
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of some sinful creatures, divine 
goodness would require God to 
bring such creatures into exis. 
tence. And who can say thet 
sinful creatures may not be the 
instruments in God’s hands of 
promoting the highest happi- 
ness of the utiverse? Until 
this can be demonstrated, the 
| existence of sinful creatures af. 
fords no evidence against the 
goodness of God. And after 
sinful creatures do exist, it is 
certainly no mark of malevo. 
| lence in the Deity to make them 
miserable. Evil ought to pur- 
| sue sinners; punishment ought 
to be inflicted upon the guilty. 
Now, we know that all mankind 
are sinful, and therefore it is no 
mark of malevolence in God, 
that he does inflict natural evils 
upon all mankind. In short, 
there is not the least evidence, 
that God treats this world any 
otherwise, than a perfectly be- 
nevolent, holy, just and good 
Being would treat it. All the 
appearances of natural and mor- 
al evil are perfectly consistent 
with the benevolence of the 
Deity + and therefore can form 
no just objection against it. A 
disposition to punish sin is an 
essential branch of divine good- 
ness : and therefore the punish- 
ments inflicted upon Pharaoh 
and upon all other sinners are 
really expressions of divine good- 
ness. Hence, there is nothing 
in the works of creation and 
providence, which does really 
militate against the positive evt- 
dence of divine goodness ; but on 
the contrary, every creature 
and every event do really cot- 
roborate and strengthen the ev!- 
dence of the goodness of God. 
So that all men on the face of 








more promoted by the existence 


the earth may see, by the bare 
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light of nature, that God isa 


| ble for many of their errors in 
beg of perfect goodness and 


religion. All the heathen world 
moral rectitude. are inexcusable for their idola- 

Since there are such reasons|try. For this argues a disbelief 
for believing that the light of |of divine goodness. “ When 
nature discovers the goodness of | they knew God, they glorified 
God, we must conclude that itis | him not as God, neither were 
owing tosome criminal cause, | thankful; but became vain in 
that all men do not see it. ‘Fheir| their imaginations and their 
jguorance and error respecting | foolish heart was darkened.” 
the goodness of God, arise from | Many nations are inexcusable 


' 
} 


the moral depravity of their | for their Manicheism, or belief 





hearts. They love darkness 


rather than light. 
brightness of divine goodness 
was displayed before the eyes of 
the ancient people of God by 
the incarnation, ministry, mira- 
cles, example and sufferings of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, they re- 
fused to see the evidence of his 
benevolence, compassion and 
mercy, though it was so fully 
and clearly displayed. The ig- 
norance and error of mankind 
respecting the goodness of God, 
as it is exhibited by the light of 
nature,arise from the same cause 
as their ignorance and error 
respecting the goodness of God, 
as it is exhibited in the glorions 
gospel of his grace. Depraved 
creatures hate the pure and per- 
fect goodness of their Creator ; 
hence they hate and refuse to 
see and confess the evidence of 
his goodness. 
all the natural and moral evil 
that exist on earth, the holy an- 
gels cry—‘ Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord of hosts; the whole 
earth is fuli of his glory.” And 
it the hearts of men were holy, 
they would see and confess the 
evidence of divine goodness, as 
it shines in all his works and in 
all his ways. Again—since 
God has displayed his goodness 
before all men by the light of 
nature, they are very ivexcusa- 


When the | 


of two eternal beings, the one 
good and the other evil. Pro- 
fessed Christians are to be blam- 
ed for denying the doctrine of 
divine decrees and divine agen- 
cy. For the perfect rectitude 
and goodness of his decrees and 
agency are evident from his 
works. With a proper sight 
and sense of divine goodness, 
which all men ought to receive 
from the works of God, they 
would renounce and abhor the 
errors in religion, which they 
have loved and chosen to re- 
tain. 

It is absurd for any to believe 
that it is inconsistent with the 
goodness of God to make sin- 
ners miserable in the life to 
come. If temporal evils are 





But in view of | 


consistent with divine goodness, 
so are eternal evils. God daily 
shows that his goodness is con- 
sistent with inflicting evils upon 
his guilty creatures, which 
clearly proves that there is 
nothing threatened in his word 
respecting the future and end- 
‘less punishment of sinners, 
| which it is inconsistent for his 
goodness to inflict. 

God justly calls upon all men 
to rejoice in his universal do- 
'minion. The earth is full of 
his goodness. Every object and 
every event calls upon the chil- 
dren of men to rejoice in God, 
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and to ascribe unte iim the 
kingdom and the power and the 
glory for ever. “ The Lord 
reigneth ; let the earth rejoice.” 
There is also a solid founda- 
tion for unconditional submis- 
gion to the decrees and conduct 
ef God. To oppose God in any 
respect, is enmity ag:inst per- 
fect gooduess. ‘* Come, behold 
the works of the Lord; what 
desolations he hath made in the 
earth. He mnketh wars to 
eease unto the end of the earth; 
he breaketh the bow, and cut- 
teth the spear in sunder; he 
burneth the chariot in the fire. 
Be still and Know that I am 
God ; I will be exalted among 
the heathen, I will be exalted 
in the earth.” Since God dis- 
plays his goodness. by the works 
of creation and providence, all 
| rational creatures are urged, by 
eee the most important motives, to 
be entirely submissive to his 
sovereign pleasure, which is 
perfectly holy, just and good. 
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Some remarks on the Natural De- 
pravity of the Human Heart. 


HILE it is generally al- 

lowed that all men are 

sinners, there is great difference 
of opinion in what their depra- 

vily essentially cunsists ; also, 

whether it be originally inherent 

to the mind, or a result of finite 

weakness, and acquired through 

nieans of temptations, that con- 

stantly offer themselves to the 

passions and appetites of men. 

—As opinion differs on these 

points; so it will, whether a 

recovery is effected by argu- 

| ments offered to the understand- 
ing, or by the new creating pow- 
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er of God forming a principle in 
the heart which had no previous 
existence. These questions of 
speculation have so direct and 
necessary a connection with 
what is prectical, that they 
cannot be prudently left unde- 
termined. The nature and ma. 
lignity of the disease must be 
known for applying a proper 
remedy. Considering many 
different appearances in the 
conduct of men, and the inf. 
bite variety of motives, by 
which they are actuated ; itis 
not strange that some honest 
minds find difficulties on the 
subject, hard for them to sur- 
mount. 

It is certainly the safest way, 
to form our opinions directly 
from the word of God, who per- 
fectly knows the human heart, 
its moral principles its motives, 
desires, to what they tend and 
in what they will terminate. 
The Scriptures expressly teach 
the origin of sin in a primeval 
apostacy, whereby our whole 
race is corrupted. They des- 
cribe the understanding to be 
blind to spiritual beauty, the 
heart to be a fountain of moral 
impurity, and the whole mind 
in bondage to sin. 

Among all the descriptions 
on this subject, there is perhaps 
none more explicit, than what 
we read in the eighth’ chapter 





| of the Epistle to the Romans. 


“The ciraal mind is enmity 
agninst’ God; for it is not sub- 


ject to the law of God, neither 


indeed can be.” This passage, 
viewed in connection with the 
context, appears to be a concise 
description of natural depravity 
and in what it consists. It hath 


no mark of a figurative diction, 
but is the plain expression of @ 
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fact, and describes the human 
heart before it is renewed by the 
“Spirit of grace; we therefore de- 
termine that it applies to all men. 
There cannot be a description 
of wickedness more perfect than 
these words contain, nor a prin- 
ciple that comprises more moral 
evil. Itis enmity; enmity is 
hatred of the most bitter kind, 
and must be wrong and detesta- 
ble, against whatever being it is 
excited. Enmity is a principle, 
if it be joined with power, capa- 
ble of all the mischief that can 
be conceived. Itis enmity a- 
gainst God ! against goodness it- 
self, in the highest and most 
glorious perfection. As God is 
the preservet of all that exists, 
it implies enmity against the 
whole universe. It is an enmi- 
ty that leads directly to all dis- 
obedience, a neglect of all du- 
ties, the commission ofall crimes, 
and refuses subjection to the 
most reasonable and useful laws, 
whether they be divine or hu- 
man. This enmity is a thing, 
in its very nature irreclaimable, 





and cannot be made subject to 
any law. There is no way but by 
anew creation, if we may give 
credit to the Scriptures, of mak- 
ing the carnal, natural man, bet- 
ter than he is. His natural 
heart must be destroyed and 
anew heart given him, before he 
can possess any thing good in 
the sight of God. 

This is a plain paraphrase of 
the passage, as it is expressed ; 
therefore there cannot be a de- 
scription of wickedness more 
perfect, or of principles capable 
of greater mischief. ‘They are 
principles, if armed with power, 
which would subvert the throne 





rights, and spread disorder 

through the universe. But is it 

not unchbaritable to form such 

an opinion of the natural char- 

acter of all mankind ? Is it fit 

that such a description should 

be applied to every unsanctified 

person? Is it possible that so- 

ciety should subsist, even with 

the small degree of order that 

we now see, when every crea- 

ture comes into life with such a 

temper ? 

These are, indeed, questions 

of high importance to be resolv- 

ed, that we may truly know 
ourselves, and our need of di- 
vine grace. 

Two points are proper matter 
of inquiry. First, in what the 
depravity of the heart essential- 
ly consists, and of what it will 
be capable when all restraint is 
withdrawn. Secondly, by what 
things the depravity of the 
heart is so restrained at present, 
that its malignity does not fully 
appear in practice. 

There are two leading princi- 
ples, opposite in their nature, 
and their common effects, in 
which virtue and vice essential- 
ly consist ; benevolence, or a 
holy love, and selfishness. The 
former of these is holiness, the 
latter is sin ; the former is a con- 
formity to God and participa- 
tion of the divime nature, the 
latter is that wicked principle, 
which became a governing one 
in the hearts of fallen angels and 
fallen men, at the time of their 
apostacy. Being, and the hap- 
piness of being, are the prime 
objects of both these principles 
or reigning passions. Benevo- 
lence is holiness. The benevo- 
lence of God, in his word, is de- 








of God, disannul all his laws, 


deprive every creature of his 
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scribed to us by the name of 
love. Itisthe same as his ho- 
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liness, and includes all his mor- 
al perfections, for all of them are 
love, in diferent circumstances 
ef acting and producing differ- 
ent effects. Benevolence desires 
the happiness of beiug in ils 
great extension ; the blessedness 
of God, and the greatest happi- 
ess of his rational family. All 
moral laws are given to produce 
this end, for this all the virtues 
zre designed, and the divine 
providence is forever working. 
Sclfichness, in which sin consists, 
also, has regard to being and its 
happiness; but it is to its own 
happiness exclusively. A  sill- 
ner loves himself so supremely, 
that he has no love for any oth- 
er being. That love, which he 
muy think he has for other be- 
ings, is only an exercise of self- 
love in disguise. He loves them 
so far, and no farther, than they 
can be made subservient to him- 
self and serve his own interests. 
His affections are centered on 
himself, as a governing princi- 
ple to all his conduct. He will 
Jove God, so long as he thinks 
the divine goverument will 
work all things for his own ad- 
‘vantage. He will love the 
Saviour, so long as he thinks 
his own salvation is sure, and 
that all his present appetites 
may be gratified. He will love 
his fellow creatures, if he es- 
teems them wholly subordinate 
to himself. Neither moral ex- 
cellence, nor the best good of 
others, is the motive to this 
affection. We, therefore, see 
thai selfishness, or an immode- 
rate and supreme self-love, is the 
priaciple that characterizes and 
constilutes the depravity of the 
heart. It separates man from 
his Maker, and from hig breth- 
ren; places him alone in his 
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own estimation ; causes him to 
be opposed to all the moral lays 
and duties enjoined by God for 
his own glory and the good of 
his kingdom, and fills him with 
enmity against those, who op. 
pose his unreasonable wishes of 
self-advancement. ‘There is pot 
a crime too greatto be desired 
by the wicked principle we are 
considering. Neither happiness, 
property or life is too sacred 
for its stroke. The apostle 
James gives an account of men’s 
wickedness perfectly consistent 
with this description. ‘“ Whence 
come wars and fightings among 
you ? Come they not hence, 
even of your lusts, that war in 
your members? Ye lust and 
have not, ye kill and desire to 
have and cannot obtain.” And 
why do they kill and desire to 
have ? ‘That they may consume 
it upon their own lusts, and in 
some way turn it to their ad- 
vantage. Why is the carnal 
mind enmity against God? Be- 
cause it is wholly opposed to his 
benevolence, and to his laws 
that are made for the common 
good of all virtuous minds, and 
for their protection in their just 
rights. The carnal mind is 
cumity because he ts a sove- 
reign God, ready to protect his 
own prerogatives, maintain that 
goverument to which his glory 
entitles him, and distribute such 
a portion to every creature, 2 
is proper.—The divine nature 
and government stand in bis 
way, and this is sufficient to ri- 
pen his selfishness into direct 
emnity. Why is the carual 


mind not subject to the Jaw of 
God ? Because this law forbids 
its immoderate self-love, 1's 
pride, its covetous desires, its 
crimes, its neglect of the dutics 
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we owe to our brethren; and 
finally threatens it with an in- 
terminable punishment. 

This selfish enmity cannot be 
eubject to the law of God. Two 
principles so diametrically un- 
like as the love of God, and the 
sinner’s selfishness, cannot be 
voluntarily united in any de- 
sign. Before there can be a 
voluntary obedience, there must 
be the creation of a new moral 
principle in the heart, which is 
the work of the Spirit of God, 
in those who are effectually cal- 
led to eternal life. We hence 
see, that the principle of the 
natural heart, in which its de- 
pravily essentially consists, is 
capable of committing any sin of 
which we can conceive. Noth 
ing is too sacred for ifs invasion, 
and even the throne of God is 
protected by the sinner’s weak- 
ness, and the strength of his own 
almnighiy arm. If vice could 
have its wish, and opportunity 
presented to effect it, the di- 
vine government and the bles- 
sedness of all creatures would be 
prostrated at its feet. As there 
can be no limits to wicked self- 
ish wishes; s0, under circum- 
stances, the bitterness of its en- 
mity may be as great as the 
natural strength of the mind 
permits to be exercised. 

But it may be objected, if 
these be the natural principles 
of the human heart, why do we 
not see them more perfectly 
acted out ? 

Even the objector must ac- 
knowledge there is too much 
appearance of them; but there 
would be far more, if not pre- 
vented by such restraints, as the 
wisdom of God has been pleas- 
ed to impose in the present 
state. To promote the purpos- 








es of infinite grace, sinful men 
are placed under great restraints. 
Something may be ascribed to 
sanctifying grace ; but, perhaps, 
far more to the restraints under 
which unsanctified sinners are 
placed. Some instances of 
wickedness happen, that display 
all the malignity of sin; which 
may serve as evidence of what 
it is capable when restraint 
ceases. 

This is the life and the world, 
in which a portion of fallen men 
are to be recovered from sin, and 
all of them to have a state of 
probation in which they may 
deliberately hear the offers of 
grace. Every thing in this 
world is with infinite wisdom 
adapted to this purpose. Good 
and evil are mixed in God’s dis- 
pensations ; hope and fear are 
both kept alive ; inducements 
to repentance and to yield a 
visible respect to divine authori- 
ty, arise from a great number of 
benefits that are granted to the 
most sinful. In innumerable in- 
stances, even the wicked prip- 
ciples of the heart furnish mo- 
tives to decency. If all re- 
straint was to be withdrawn 
from the heart, and no motives 
from selfishness were to con- 
spire for the preservation of 
order; the whole state of things 
would be so filled with confu- 
sion and with every evil work, 
that there would be no oppor- 
tunity for instruction and for 
calmly considering the offers of 
divine grace. Such a condition 
would be incompatible with 
God's merciful intentions to the 
children of men, and would in- 
stantly convert human life, from 
a state of trial to a state of inter- 
mivable retribution. We have 
no reason to suppose these re- 
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straints will be continued after 
the period of divine grace is 
ended.—W hen there are no fur- 
ther designs of mercy, it will 
be perfectly consistent with the 
infinite wisdom and justice of 
God, to confine the disobedient 
in such a manner, that they 
may act out the malignity of 
their dispositions, and thereby 
shew the reasonableness of his 
Jaw that condemns them. ‘To 
mention all the restraints and 
things, that at present hide the 
malignity of the natural heart, 
would be both impossible and 
improper for this paper ; some 
of them may be hinted. 
Wicked men often appear to 
he reconciled to God and his 
Providence, from a mistaken 
idea of his character.—'This is 
the case with thousands, who, 
if they saw him justly, would 
instantly show their enmity.— 
Now, they think him such an 
one as themselves ; they fancy 
he is not dipleased with them— 
or, they imagine there is not a 
day in which he will call them 
to account. ‘These misconcep- 
tions prevent them from show- 
ing enmity. As they know he 
is a being above their reach, 
they suffer their principles of 
opposition to slumber, and their 
bitterness against him is not dis- 
covered. If the true character 
of God, all his holiness, justice 
and truth were so presented be- 
fore them, that they believed it, 
and expected to feel the conse- 
quences in their own condition, 
no terms of peace would be main- 
tained. The restraint that is 
on the wicked, from this cause, 
is more Common than is gener- 
ally thought. It is the case with 
almost the whole number of 
people, whe are unconcerned, 





immersed in pleasure and _busi- 
ness, aud use no care to be in- 
structed. Such often think 
there is nothing in their hearts 
that would contend with God ; 
while, if they saw him clearly, 
if they thought what he is do- 
ing by his Providence, and the 
end to which things are coming, 
their enmity would instantly 
display itself. From this cause 
arise a great number of those 
false hopes, that will be con- 
founded iu the end. 

The innumerable blessings 
that are granted to sinful men, 
restrain their apparent opposi- 
tion to God. ‘They enjoy life, 
health, ease and plenty—He 
pours out to them from a full 
cup, and often by his Providence 
anticipates their wishes. This 
he doth by his goodness to lead 
them to repentance ; while they 
receive without gratitude, and 
use his blessings in sinful indul- 
geuces. He is gloriously good in 
giving, they are altogether self- 
ish in receiving. By their per- 
sonal benefits they are bribed to 
restrain themselves from gross 
violations of the divine law, 
thinking, that more would be 
lost than gained. 

Fear of God’s judgments is 
another restraint on the wicked, 
that makes them hide the prin- 
ciples of their hearts. If all 
fear of an avenging Providence 
were removed ; the earth would 
be filled with ten fold greater 
violence than was ever yet seen. 
This teaches us the necessity 
that judgments should be inter- 
mingled with mercies, to restrain 
men from destroying the world ; 
and as the present life was not 
designed for a state of retribu- 
tion, we have reason to suppose 
that the judgments of God are 
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no greater or More in number, 
than are necessary to awe the 
wicked into some degree of 
peace, and to give success to his 
gracious purposes. 

There is much more apparent 
amity among mankind than a- 
rises from any Correct principles 
of the natural heart. They 
are restrained from a thousand 
crimes, and led to many appa- 
rent kind deeds, by a sinful re- 
gard to their own worldly inter- 
ests and pleasures. It is not un- 
common for the same sinful prin- 
ciple, an immoderate self-love, 
which has no regard either to 
truth or justice, to exert itself, 
on the one hand, by the most 
deceitful professions of friend- 
ship,and attempt a proof of them 
by many good deeds ; and on the 
other, to show its true nature, 
by the most cruel sins against 
human peace ; indeed, the very 
good deeds I mentioned, may 
be designed to work the ruin of 
the persons to whom they are 
tendered. 

All men are conscious of being 
in a state of dependence, both 
on God and on their fellow- 
creatures. They are tempted 
io a friendly appearance and 
conduct, when they would wish, 
if it were consistent with their 
present safety, to act the part of 
bitter enemies.—In the natural 
heart there is no priuciple of 
virtue, that is sufficient to sup- 
port either the family, neigh- 
borly or civil bond of union a- 
mong men. Christian grace, 
where it is found, may do some- 
thing towards this ; but selfish- 
ness, although it be a principle 
corrupt in its tendency, does 
much more in this depraved 
world. Natural affection in the 
‘anily, and a desire for mutual 





benefits inthe neighborhood and 
the civil state,restrain the enmi- 
ty of sin, in a thousand cases,and 
hide the malignity of the human 
heart frou public inspection. It 
would be «a lengthy business to 
describe the restraints that are 
imposed on the wicked heart, 
all leading to an opinion of its 
being much better than it is; 
some of which arise from the 
peculiar condition wherein we 
now live ; some from that very 
principle in which sin consists ; 
and others, perhaps from the 
immediate action of God him- 
self, shaping the human mind 
to answer the wise purposes of 
his providence. It is an uni- 
versal confession that all men 
are sinfully selfish. Whence, 
but from a conviction of this 
fact, are we so careful not to put 
ourselves under «any man’s ab- 
solute power without some safe- 
guard? An increased strength 
of this acknowledged principle 
in human nature, with opportu- 
nity for its exertion, is capable 
of the greatest wickedness that 
can be. It rebels against God, 
inflicts every possible evil in its 
power on men, and by its exer- 
cise, subjects the sinner himself 
to a torture of eternal duration. 
The word disinterested has often 
heen used on this subject ; by 
which is meant, a delight in 
objects, and a performance of 
duties for their moral fitness and 
from a love of the general good. 
This is the excellent nature of 
Christian love ; but it is exclu- 
ded from the natural heart of 
man by the very nature of self- 
ishness, its governing principle, 
which always seeks its own pri- 
vate, personal advantage. Dis- 
interested enmity is a quality 
that perhaps never existed, aud 
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Letter from a Converted Deist. 


hand, with the proper signa- 
ture of the writer, the place 


ier intended it for publica- 
tion. Ep. 


May}, 1810. 
Rev. & Dean Sir, 

I prstre to bless God I had 
ever an acquaintance with you. 
Before I ever saw you I was 
bound down to fate. I supposed 
myself one item in the grand 
machine, not accountable, be- 
cause I acted through necessity. 
In my private conferences with 
you, you used so much candor 
with mein my deistical creed, 
(and this is the only way to be 
taken with a deist,) in stating, 
that in essentials we must all 
agree, such as, there is one great 
First Cause—a state of account- 
ability, and of course, rewards 
and punishments—our duty to 
Jove the Lord our God with all 
our heart, &c. and our neigh- 
bor as ourselves. You urged 
these considerations so frequent- 
Jy and rationally that you rath- 
er shook my crecd, and I left 
with more regret on 
your account than any other 
person, altho’ I had many kind 
friends. But after I removed 
into this country, I contracted 








Converted Deist. 


[Jury, 


if it did, would not be so active ; an acquaintance and friendship 
in doing evil as that perfect | with some brother deists, and 
selfishness which governs the | we mutually assisted in building 


each other up in this stupid be. 
lief—stupid I say, for so it now 
seems, to make ourselves he. 
thens in a Christian land.—] 
enjoyed my mind in a state of 
dormant ease, till within about 





The following Lettcr came to/a year, when one of my most 


staunch friends, who had taken 
| much pains to gain proselytes, 


of his residence, and the name |sickened and died. The forepart 
of the gentleman to whom it | of his sickness, while he did not 
was addressed, which are here { consider his case dangerous, he 
suppressed, as there is some | showed no perturhationof mind; 
uncertainty whether the wri- | but when he began to consider 


himsclf dangerous, he renounced 
his dcistical for the Christian 
belief. This laboured conside- 
rably, and brought to my mind 
your positions and arguments, 
which together shook my faith 
some. I still remained in a sort 
of troubled sleep, till last Feb- 
ruary, when I went a great dis- 
tance one Sunday to meeting, 
merely to have a sleigh ride. 
A portion of God’s truth sunk 
into my mind, which shook me 
to the centre. The considera- 
tions offcred appeared perfectly 
rational, and if they had been 
| prepared, and delivered, for me 
| alone, they could not have been 
better applied. I thought I 
never heard such preaching be- 
| fore—my tears trickled freely, 
and I trembled—I tried to hide 
my emotion, but in vain. This 
was not the power of sympathy, 
for I did not see another person 
affected. The next Sunday af- 
ter, I was invited as a spectator 
to attend the sacrament. But 
O: how shall I describe the 





God, happy in receiving these 
symbols of the body and blood 
of Christ, the immaculate Sav- 





state of my mind—the people of 
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jour of mankind, whom I had 
slighted, despised, and even per- 
secuted. My deistical self-right- 
eousness Was a thin screen. I 
felt myself stript naked before 
Almighty God, whose I was, 
and whom I had never striven 
to worship and serve, with my 
whole heart, which was no more 
than a reasonable service—but 
on the contrary, whom I had 
always rebelled against. If 1 
had done any thing praise-wor- 
thy, it was on a principle of self, 
and not for the glory cf God ; 
it was all tinctured strongly with 
pride and ‘self-righteousness. I 
felt so melted down I was glad 
when meeting was done, that I 
might give free vent to my grief. 
Icried to the Lord in my dis- 
tress and he graciously heard 
me, and delivered me in a few 
days from my bondage ; took 
my fect from the horrible pit 
and miry clay, and established 
them I humbly trust on the rock 
of ages, and put a new song in 
my mouth, even redeeming love 
and grace through a crucified 
Saviour. Oh, the matchless love 
of redeeming grace ! Let others 
unenvied share the glories, hon- 
ors or richesof this world: I 
euvy them not these poor beg- 
girly elements—I have long 
enough chased after these phan- 
toms. God has blessed me with 
acompetency, and this is all I 
want, unless to bestow in chari- 
ty. “ Man wants but little here 
below, nor wants that little 
long.” Our real necessities are 
few and small in this world ; 
and then we shall go home to 
elernity. Eternity ! Eternity ! 
thou solemn, pleasing sound to 
the real Christian, but awful to 
the hypocrite and unbeliever. 
I have an earnest desire to see 


my old unbelieving friends in 

, that I might at least 
clear the skirts of my garments 
from their blood, whether they 
will hear or whether they will 
forbear.—It appears to be stu- 
pid beyond comparison, that I 
could never see any beauties in 
religion before. My time steals 
imperceptibly away—if I am 
alone at work, I have the best of 
company—God is my friend, 
and under the shadow of his al- 
mighty wings I can take shelter. 
Every thing eventually goes 
well; if I meet with losses and 
crosses, God has promised every 
thivg shail work together for 
the good of those who love him. 
My passions and appetites are 
under the happy control of 
God’s Holy Spirit. If I knew 
I should die like a brute, and 
that be my last end, I would 
not give religion for all which 
Napoleon, Alexander, George, 
and all the other monarchs of 
the earth possess without it. 
Some wonld doubt this, but you 
will not, if you have the Spirit 
of Christ, as I believe you have. 
I used to think religion produ- 
ced a disagreeable melancholy 
in the mind, but the contrary is 
the fact. I never knew what 
a cheerful serene tranquillity of 
mind was before. The whole 
creation seems to praise our 
general benefactor. Let the 
deist enjoy his callous heart, 
the libertine riot in licentious 
pleasures, the worldling rise ear- 
ly and sel up late, let me follow 
thee, O Divine Immanuel, as 
the humblest of all thy blest 
retinue, and it is enough. [ 
am willing to be persecuted, to 
be spit upon, or become any 
thing for thy glory. Shed a- 





broad thy dying love in my 
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heart, and I ask no more for 
myself—But O! how I feel for 
my brethren of the human race, 
who haughtily spurn at thy 
merits and offered mercy ; con- 
tinue to intercede for them al- 
though they will not implore 
thy clemency—say, “ Father, 
forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” ‘here is 
nothing more scriptural or ra- 
tional than that our native pride 
and enmity must be subdued. 
We must become as little chil- 
dren, docile and humble, or we 
shall never feel entirely depend- 
ant, without which we can 
never ascribe all glory to God 
and the Lamb. Oh that Almigh- 
ty God would ride forth in his 
power through — » and 
the towns adjacent, conquering 
that proud philosophizing tem- 
per, which sears the conscience 
to every heavenly impression, 
and glues them down to objects 
which their judgment despises. 
Do not be discouraged, but con- 
tinue to pray fervently, and God 
will enkindle a sacred flame of 
reformation in ————, [ 
humbly trust in his own time. 
Ihave written my thoughts 
as they occur. I donot know 
but you will think me too pro- 
lix, but I was so full I could not 
stop short. You are at liberty 
to make what use of this or any 
part of it you please. I expect 
it will excite some derision, but 
no matter on my account, if it 
would be the means of awaken- 
ing one out of his lethargic 
sleep, or strengthening one in 
the holy faith, I should feel 
amply compensated though my 
trouble had been a thousand 
times greater. 
Remember me in your praycrs. 








The reformation in this Vicinity 
still goes on—glory to God. 
Yours nith particular respec. 
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An Encouragement to Pious 
Mothers. 


Tur writer of this article, 2 
few years since, as a Clergy- 
man visited a criminal, who 
was under sentence of death 
for murder.—T he criminal was 
a native of Great Britain and 
gave the following account of 
his past life. He was bred to 
a mechanic art, and before the 
age of twenty-one, ran away 
from his friends. He first spent 
several years in the West In- 
dia Islands, from whence he 
went to one of the Southern A- 
merican States, where he set up 
business and married.—On the 
death of his wife and a child, 
he passed into the Northern 
States, and wrought at his bu- 
siness in various places. Intem- 
perance was the cause of his 
other vices and the means of 
his ruin.—In a fit of intoxica- 
tion he was guilty of murder, 
for which he was executed.— 
On being first visited he ap- 
peared hardened and insensible 
both of the enormity of his sin 
and the awfulness of the death 
that awaited him. He appear- 
ed to have some knowledge of 
truth and the Christian doc- 
trines without any feeling of 
moral obligation. His heart was 
too hard to realize that God was 
a holy Judge, and thata sore 
punishment was prepared for 
the wicked. On being qucs- 
tioned, he would confess the 
many vices of his life without 
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shame or remorse, and seemed 
wholly insensible that sin is an 
evil thing. Neither the threat- 
nings of the law, nor the grace 
of the gospel, made any impres- 
sion on his hardened heart and 
darkened understanding. He 
continued in this state a num- 
ber of weeks, obstinate against 
all means of conviction, and his 
case appeared desperate ; until 
inquiry was made concerning 
the religious character of his 
parents. He said his father 
neither went to church, prayed 
or believed in religion, but was 
an industrious man—on men- 
tion of his mother he was sud- 
denly affected, his tears flowed, 
and a capacity for feeling seem- 
ed to be restored to his mind. 
Afler being calmed, he said she 
was eminently pious and now in 
heaven. It was instantly dis- 
covered that this was the avenue 
io approach his heart and con- 
science, nor did there need any 
other. It was sufficient means 
of instruction, to inquire, and 
put him on repeating, the coun- 
sels, advice, warnings, prayers, 
care to indoctrinate him in the 
rath, and watch over him, in 
which his mother, according to 
lis account, was wunwearied, 


until he left her at the age of 


thirteen years. It seemed as 
though the Spirit of God, who 
now wrought powerfully upon 
him, quickened his memory 
and recalled to his knowledge, 
minute circumstances of the 
mother’s religions care, which 
he had not once recollected 
through many years of profliga- 
cy. There was not a religious 
subject or duty to which his 
memory did not bear a testimo- 
uy, by a recollection of the pi- 
ous parent's instructions. Being 
Yor. VIL No. 7. 











dead she yet spake to the con- 
science of the profligate, and as 
it is believed now repenting son. 
Especially, he was affected by 
the remembrance of her pray- 
ers, for it was her custom, after 
her irreligious husband had gone 
to his daily Jabor, to make her 
young children kneel around 
her, pray with them, and re- 
ceive her warning and blessing 
for the day.—If there be any 
reader of this account, who neg- 
lects family prayer, he ought to 
feel solemnly warned of his 
neglect, for he is sinning equal- 
ly against God, his own soul, 
and the souls of his beloved 
offspring. ‘This man appeared 
to be a penitent. He hoped in 
the grace of God, and gave com- 
fortable evidence of Christian 
sincerity. On his way to the 
place of execution, he particu- 
larly thanked God for two gifts ; 
a Saviour to redeem, a 
mother to instruct him?” He 
died with serenity, committing 
his soul to Jesus Christ. 

What can be more encourag- 
ing to pious mothers! They 
have the first care of young 
minds, and although their la- 
bors do not appear to have an 
immediate effect, their prayers 
may be answered after they are 
dead, and their works of piety 
be the means of bringing a lost 
child to heaven. The sovereign 
wisdom and grace of God, work 
in company with means. This 
is so general a law of divine op- 
eration, that we have no reason 
to expect either temporal or 
spiritual blessings, when they 
are neglected. Early impres- 
sions of religioustruth are the 
most effectual means of salva- 
tion. Although they may ap- 
near, fora time, to be lost, it is 
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not uncommon to sce them re- 
excited with very powerful, and 
sometimes happy effects. When 
we observe this iaw oi nature, 
and read the encouragements 
God hath given to parents, that 
he will bless their labor, it 
‘hauld encourage them not to 
faint in Cuty, although they see 
titite present fruit. ‘They sow 
in sorre, but may reap an eter- 
val harvest in joy. While this 
story is an encouragement to 
pious parents, it holds up an aw- 
{ul warning to the intemperate. 
Half the crimes, murders, and 





shameful deaths by the hand of | 
an executioner, that take place , 





[Jexy, 


in the civilized world, are the 
effects of partial intoxication, 
Before the intemperate man 
swallows his glass, he ought to 
see in it the seeds of poverty, 
shame and death ; probably, of 
death eternal. A thief forgiy. 
en on the cross, and a penitent 
murderer through means of a 
pious mother’s early instruction, 
are instances 80 nearly solitary 
they give no encouragement to 
continue in sin from an expecta- 
tion of final safety. They were 
designed to teach us men may 
pray for mercy until the last 
moment of life : not to increase 
the security of vice. X. M. 





At a Meeling of the General Association of Connecticut, at Waler- 
town the third Tuesday of June, A. D. 1813: Present, 


Rev. Messrs. 
thaniel Gaylord, 
omas Robbins, 

Newton Skinner, 
Bezaleel Pinneo, 

Caleb Pitkin, 

Saul Clark, : 
Timothy P.Gillet,  § 


Abishai Alden, 
John Hyde, 


Sylvanus Haight, 
Amzi Lewis, 
David Ely, D. D. 
Elijah Waterman, 
Philo Judson, 
Peter Starr, 
David L. Perry, 
Lyman Beecher, 


Aaron Hovey, 


From 


Hartford North Association 
Hartford South 

New Haven West 

New Haven East 

New London 


Fairfield West 


Fairfield East 
Windham Original 


¢ Litchfield North 


Middlesex 


) 

Pes . 
Uriel Gridley, ( Litchfield South 

§ 


é 
Sylvester Selden, 
Royal Tyler, ? 
Ephraim T. Woodruff, § 
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we 


Joshua Leonard, From the General Assembly of the 
George S. Woodhull, Presbyterian Church in the Uni- 
Ezra Fisk, ted States. 

From the General Convention of 

7 

Holland Weeks, Viewed. 
Joseph Emerson, From the General Associalion of 
Samuel Shepard, Massachusetis Proper. 


i From the General Association of 
John Kelley, New Hampshire. 


The Rev. Elijah Waterman was chosen Scribe; the Rey. 
David Ely, D. D. Moderator; and the Rey. Bezaleel Piuneo, 
assistant Scribe. 

After the certificates of delegation were read, the Association 
was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

The Rev. Messrs. Robbins, Woodhull. Weeks, Kelley, Hovey 
and Clark were appoiated a Committee of overturcs, who report- 
ed the order of business, which report was accepted. 

Communications were received from the Delegates of this Body 
to the several ecclesiastical Bodies in connection with this Asso- 
ciation ; and also from their delegates to this Body. 

The Trustees of the Missisnary Society of Connecticut made 
a report of their proceedings the last year, which was accepted, 
and is as follows: 





To the Missionary Society of Connecticut, to be convened at Water- 
town, the third Tuesday of June, A. D. 1813. 


The Trustees of the Society beg leave to submit the following Report :~— 
Rev. FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 


Our Narrative of Missions, for the year 1812, copies of which are 


herewith sent to the members of your venerable body, will furnish par- | 
ticulars of the doings of your Trustees ; and of the state of the missions < 
conducted under your patronage, beyond what the limits of this Report | 
can admit. It is no more than a general view of these things that can 


here be given. 

Missionaries have been employed in the service of the Socicty, with 
circumspection and care ; their number, as well as their time ot service, | 
have been extended as far as a prudent management of the funds would 
warrant. And with gratitude to God our Preserver, we acknowledge his 
kindness and care, which have been exercised towards our Missionaries. 

About five-and-twenty have been sent out, in the course of the year, into 
the various new settlements in our country ; and though a mortal sick- 
hess has prevailed in the regions they have visited, and has removed great 
humbers to the house appointed for all living, our Missionaries have been 
pmares from the desolation, with the exception of cne only. The Rev. 

ames Boyd, an experienced and faithful servant of Christ, has been 
taken away from his labor on earth to the world of spirits. While we 
feel admonished, by the death of our brethren, of our own mortality, and 
of our approaching appearance before the judge of all, we devoutly ac- 
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knowledge the sparing mercy of the Lord ; and would double our jj. 
gence, that when he cometh we may be found actively engaged in his 
service. 

The places to which the gospel has been sent by this Society, are the 
newly settled parts of Vermont, the northern and western parts of the 
State of New York, the northern part of Pennsylvania, and the State of 
Ohio ; especially that part of it which is called New Connecticut. It is 
well known, that numerous regions of our country are suffering through 
want of gospel instruction ; many applications are made for assistance 
from this Society ; but they cannot all be relieved, for the want of funds - 
Some are left to ask your aid in vain. ; 

We notice, with peculiar satisfaction, the continued exertions of the 
people of the State, in theircharitable contributions forthe poor who need 
the gospel. The amount of contributions, in the different ecclesiastical 
societies, the last year, which was the first of their efforts, under the pres- 
ent license of our Legislature, exceeds that of any preceding year. Pri- 
vate donations, to promote the charitable designs of the Institution are 
also continually made——The whole amount of expenditures, for mis- 
sionary purposes, in the course of the last year is $4085, 1°. It exceeds 
what was contributed for the cause of missions by the sum of § 806. For 
this amount, about 376 weeks of missionary service has been performed, 
and 1940 religious books and pamphlets, of various cescriptions have been 
circulated in the name of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 

‘The Missionaries have faithfully attended to their appointments.— 
Their opportunities to address the people, on their spiritual concerns, 
have been improved on other days, as well as on the Lord’s day. In the 
spirit cf their Master, they have labored for the salvation of men. 

‘The Society, and the pious people in the State, who have contributed 
towards the support of these missions, have most abundant cause for joy, 
and the best encouragement to continue and to extend their labors of love. 
God has signally expressed his — of the work, by crowning it 
with great success. The order of the gospel has been introduced into 
many —. once desolate, through the abounding of ignorance and ini- 
quity. Villages and cities are built up ia the observance of religion, which, 
without the aid of missions, in spiritual things, would have resembled the 
uncultivated wilderness. Lrrors of the most fascinating and pernicious 
kind have been corrected. And not only have the people been prepared 
to attend the gospel for the sake of their social welfare, but, through the 
influence of the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven upon them, many 
hungered and thirsted for the bread and water of life, and have been sa- 
tisfied. In various places, God has appeared in the midst of the people, 
and has gathered simners unto himself in great numbers. 

To your Trustees it appears a relative duty of the first importance, to 
build up our new settlements in the order of the gospel. The welfare of 
our Jand, the prosperity of religion among us, as well as the salvation of 
multitudes, are inseparably connected with the discharge of this duty. 
The experience of centuries has abundantly taught us, that every attempt 
to carry the gospel to the heathen in our land, to establish it permanently 
among them, is vain, while vice and impiety prevailjon our frontiers. For 
the heathen natives of our land we fcel a sincere compassion ; and are 

ready to improve the carlicst opportunity, which affords any prospect of 
success, to send to them the gospel. But for their sake, as well as for other 
reasons, which respect the interest of religion more extensively, it seems 
to be a primary duty, to relieve the destitute people on our frontiers. And 
it must afford the Society peculiar satisfaction to behold God's distin- 
guishing approbation of these their efforts in his cause. Surely we have 
the greatest occasion to say, “ Hitherto the Lord hath helped us.” 

There is still much for us to do, while the greatest encouragements are 
offered to persevere in weil doing. He that hath the hearts of all men at 
his disposal, will never fail in the execution of his counsels. We trust the 
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prosperity and enlargement of this American church are embraced ini his 
gracious purpose. ‘ ‘ ; 
May the presence of God our Saviour be with you, and may his Spirit 
aid you in your deliberations, and guide you in your counsels. 
In the name of the Trustees, 


ABEL FLINT, Secretary. 
HARTFORD, May 12, 1813. 


The following persons were chosen Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday of 
August next, viz. The Hon. John Treadwell, the Hon. Asher 
Niller, the Hon. Aaron Austin, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, Enoch 
Perkins, Ksq. David Hale, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Per- 
kins, D. D. Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, Moses C. Welch, D. D. 
Andrew Yates, and Samuel Goodrich. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. 
Abel Flint, Auditor of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, for 
one year from the first Wednesday of August next. 

The Associational Sermon was preached by the Rev. Nathaniel 
Gaylord, from 2 Corinthians x. 4. 

The Account of the Treasurer cf the General Association was 
accepted and approved. 

Voted, That to-morrow, at half past 11 o’clock, the Association 
will attend to an enquiry respecting the state of religion within its 
limits, and the limits of the several ecclesiastical Bodies in its con- 
nection ; and that Messrs. Gaylord, Beecher, Perry, Woodhull, 
and Weeks bea Committee to take minutes respecting the state of 
religion, and prepare a summary account of the same, to be report- 
ed to this Body. 

The Committee, appointed “to devise means for the promotion 
of Foreign Missions,” desiring .to be discharged from any further 
attention to the subject, were accordingly discharged. 

Voted, To attend a prayer meeting to-morrow morning at 6 
o'clock, in the meeting house. 


WepnrspDay, June 16. 


A letter was communicated to the Association from the Rev, 
Timothy Dwight, D. D. reporting that he attended to the business 
of his appointment as a Delegate froin this body to the Conven- 
tion of Coos ard Orange Associations, at Windsor in Vermont. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. An- 
drew Yates, Auditor of the General Association for the year en- 
siting. 

The Rev. Messrs. Andrew Yates, Lyman Beecher, and Abe} 
Flint were chosen Delegates to the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, to convene in Philadelphia, the third Thursday 
ot May, 1814; and the Rev. Messrs. Heman Humphrey, Royal 
Vyler, and Samuel Merwin were appointed their substitutes. 
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The Rev. Jonathan Miller was chosen Delegate to the Genera} 
Convention cf Vermont, to meet at Pawlet, the second Tuesday 
of September next ; and the Rev. Ephraim T. Woodruff was "4 
pointed his substitute. P 

The Rev. Messrs. Royal Tyler and David L. Perry were 
chosen Delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts 
Proper, to convene the fourth Tucsday of June 1514; and the 
Rev. Messrs. Aaron liovey and Saul Clark were appointed their 
substitutes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland and Diodate Brockw, 
were chosen Delegates to the General Association of New Hamp. 
shire, to covene the third Tuesday of September next; and the 
Rev. Messrs. ‘Thomas Robbius and Ludovicus Weld were appoint- 
ed their substitutes. 7 

The Committee to whom were referred the Questions, “What is 
the standing of a dismissed Minister ? and to whom is he amena- 
ble ?” made a report, which was adopted as follows : 





The Committee to whom were referred the Questions, “ What is the 
standing of a dismissed Minister ? and to whom is he amenable ?* 
beg leave to submit the following report : 





1. THEy receive it as admitted, that the Minister, ing uesti 
1.7 on, has be 

ad dismissed without censure — ; ” 
| Nie ; 29. By ordination, the official commission of an Evangelist is conferred, 
Main implying authority to teach, to administer ordinances, and to rule the 
' HRA Church. 
1 3. The pastoral connection, in every thing relative to the dismission 
} now the subject of enquiry, is the relation between a Minister on the one 
pest, and a. articular Church abd Society on the other ; a relation re- 
ae ee igiously ratified by an ecciesiastical council, and recognized by the civil 
Bip institute. 

) i 4. Dismission is an act, by competent authority, dissolving the fastora! 





as connection. — 
eg 5. The ministerial office, and, consequently, the ministerial standing, 
Wan are es tb | eannot be affected by dismission. The standing of a dismissed Minister 
+4 must, of course, be the same after dismission as before. 
nay 6. Previous to dismission, he was amenable, in the first instance, to the 
ae gee or — ae was a manmiee 3 and, finally, if necessary, to 
NT ah dl e Consociation, according to the provisions of the Constitution—espe- 
Ame ibe cially in Article XI. P sp 
) 7. The ministerial office not being affected by the dissolution of the 
jrastoral connection, a dismissed ‘Minister can be no less amenable te 
Association, subsequent, than previous, to his dismission. The obligation 
| ) of Association to him, and his obligation to them, must be maintained as 
‘4 remaining unchanged. 


Upon the above report, Voted, To recommend the following 
regulations : | 
| 1. ‘That every candidate for ordination declare his acceptance, 

eu or rejection, ofthe “ Heads of agreement, and articles for the ad- 
| t | *‘ ministration of church discipline, consented to by the delegation 
dns | “at Saybrook, September 9, 1708 ;” and that his declaration be 

ie preserved on the minutes of the council. 
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2, That whenever the pastoral connection of a Minister shall 
be dissolved, otherwise than by death, he shall continue to be 
considered aud treated as, in all respects, belonging to the Associ- 
ation. 

3. That if he remove beyond the limits of the Association, he 
shall obtain a dismission from his special connection with them : 
the dismission to take effect as soon as he shall be received by 
another Association, or by a Presbytery. 

4. That no dismissed Minister shall be accounted at liberty, of 
himself, to lay aside the ministerial office, or to dissolve his con- 
nexion with Association. 

The Association proceeded to the enquiry respecting the state 
of religion within its limits, &c. 

Upon the report of the Committee, appointed “ to devise meas- 
ures to defray the expenses of Delegates to the several ecclesiasti- 
cal Bodies in connection with this Association,” the following 
Preamble and Votes were passed : 

Whereas there is existing a connection, by Delegation, between 
the General Association of Connecticut, the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, the General Associations of Massachu- 
setts and New Hampshire, and the General Convention of Ver- 
mont : . 

And whereas this intercourse has been found to be greatly con- 
ducive to the interests of religion, by diffusing an extensive know- 
ledge of the state of the churches, eradicating groundless preju- 
dices, and inspiring Christian love and fellowship, while it com- 
bines an extensive influence to promote the truth, resist prevailing 
errors ,and execute extensive plans for the reformation of morals : 

And whereas the expense of supporting these several Delega- 
tions has hitherto been borne by individual ministers, and has at 
length become too great to be thus sustained hereafter : Therefore, 

Voted, 1. ‘That the Churches, in connection with this Associa- 
tion, be requested to contribute such aid annually, in the course 
of tire month of September, as they may think proper, to defray 
the expenses of publishing the minutes of this body, and to support 
the Delegatcs to the several ecclesiastical Bodies with which this 
Association is connected. 

‘oted, 2. ‘Chat a printed letter, containing this request and the 
doings of this Body on the subject, be addressed to each Church 
in our connection, through the medium of the Pastor or one of the 
Deacons if vacant; and that the money thus raised be paid into 
the hands of the receiver of each Association. 

Voted, 5. That the Receivers of money in the district Associa- 
tions transmit to the Treasurer of the General Association, a reg- 
war account of the moncy received and of the Churches from 
which it is received. 

Voted, 4. That a particular statement of receipts and appropri- 
ations, as examined by the Auditor, be annually published in the 
Tainutes of the General Association; and that a copy be for- 
warded to each Church in connection with this Body. 
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Tuurspay, June 17. 


Voied, That the Treasurer of the General Association be re- 
quested to annex to the printed minutes of this Body, a Schedule, 
as a form according to which the several Associations shall make 
returns of the state of their Churches on the following subjects, riz, 
The number aud names of the Churches ;—the name of the pastor, 
and the number of communicants ineach Church ;—the Churches 
destitute of pastors;—ministers settled, deceased, or dismissed with- 
in the year ;—the unsettled ministers and candidates in their cop- 
nection ;—the number of additions, excommunications, removals, 
and deaths in each Church ;—the addition of members, noting the 
manner of admission, by profession, ov recommendation, or resto- 
ration ;—the number of baptisms in each Church ;—and also ob- 
servations on the slate of religion, as to revivals, or the existence, 
rise and progress of errors,—and in general, what is the aspect of 
religion and morals witbin the limits of each Associction. 

Voted, That the returns to be made, pursuaut to the preceding 
vole, be for the year ending the first of May next preceding the 
session of the General Association to which they are made. 

Voted, that the Rev. Messrs. Abel Flist, Calvin Chapin, Beza- 
leel Pinneo, Saul Clark, Samuel Nott, Isaac Lewis, D. D. Elijah 
Waterman, Moses C. Welch, D. D. Jonathan Miller, Maltby Gel- 
ston, David D. Field, and Hubbel Loomis, be a Committec te 
compose or Collect some suitable forms of praye:. for the use of 
families and others, together with an address to heads of famikes, 
upon the subject of family prayer, to be submitted to the consider- 
ation of the next General Association. 

Voted, That the Committee named in the preceding vote be 
requested to mect, on the business of their appointment, in New- 
Haven, the day after next Commencement, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 

Voted, That this Association recommend and request, that the 
President and Fellows of Yale College use their endeavors to pre- 
vent, in future, the provision of either ardent spirits or wine, in 
the customary public entertainment at Commencement, for the 
purpose of co-operating with the General Association, in their ex- 
ertions to discountenance the improper use of ardent spirils. 

Voted, That this Association recommend and request, that the 
Treasurer of this State do not provide in future either arden! 
spirits or wine, in the customary public entertainment of the cler- 

y at the General Election. 

Voted, That it be recommended to each District Association. 
to appoint a standing Committee, to whom it shall be the duty of 
all preachers, not connected with the Association, to apply for 
advice, previous to their preaching in the vacant Churches with 
in their limits. 

(To be continued.) 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


eteeeterere 


A Narrative of the State of Reli- 
gion, within the bounds of the 
General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, and of the Gen- 
eral Association of Connecticut, 
of New Hampshire, of Massa- 
chusetts, and of the General Con- 
vention of Vermont, during the 
year 1813. 


Tue cause of Zion lies near the 
heart of every sincere follower of 
the Redeemer. He deserves not the 
name of a disciple, who cannot join 
the Psalmist in saying, if I forget 
thee O Jerusalem, let my right hand 
forget her cunning ; if I do notre- 
member thee, let my tongue cleave 
to the roofof my mouth ; if I pre- 
fer not Jerusalem above my chief 
joy. In the prosperity of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, the honor of 
God, and the everlasting welfare of 
the souls of men are involved. That 
benevolence which distinguishes our 
religion, incessantly utters the pray- 
er, thy kingdom come ; and when 
the news reach the truly religious 
man from any quarter of the earth, 
that the interests of the truth as it 
isinJesus,are advanced, and that the 
followers of the Redeemer are mul- 
tiplied, he experiences a joy, simi- 
lar in kind, to that which swells the 
bosoms of the angels of light, when 
sinners are brought to repentance. 

To those who are most tenderly 
concerned for the prosperity of Zion, 
and who are waiting, and praying, 
and striving, for the peace of Jeru- 
salem, we have the happiness to 
state that though we find many 
things within our bounds to deplore, 
yet, on the whole, we have abund- 
ant cause to thank God and take 
courage. Amidst much coldness, 
and declension, and iniquity, we 
discern evident tokens, that God 
has not forgotten to be gracious. In 
some places within our bounds, du- 
ring the re year, the spirit has 
descended like a gentle dew, and 
in others, in copious showers, ma- 
king the parched heath as a fruit- 
ful field. 


Vor. V. No. 7. 





The state of religion among a 
people, may be judged of with tol- 
erable correctness, from that atten- 
tion which the ordinances of religion 
and the means of grace receive, 
and from those exertions and those 
sacrifices, which are made, to ex- 
tend the Redeemer’s kingdom. By 
their fruits ye shall know them, is 
a rule of Judging, prescribed by the 
Saviour himself. We view it then 
as an evidence that God, by the 

recious influences of his Spirit, is 
in the midst of our churches, when 
we hear that there is, within our 
bounds, a respectful and general at- 
tendance on the preached gospel ; 
that children and the youth, and in 
some places the aged, are instruct- 
ed by catechism, in the great truths 
and duties of religion ; that mis- 
sionary and bible, and religious 
tract societies exist, are numerous 
and extensively patronized, and are 
successfully exerting themselves, in 
spreading a knowledge of divine 
truth ; that young men of hopeful 
piety, and promising talents, are 
taken from those occupations, to 
which their poverty had confined 
them, and are educated for more 
extensive usefulness in the church, 
as gospel ministers ; that associa- 
tions of young people are formed, 
for the laudable purpose, of send- 
ing the gospel to those, who enjoy 
not its stated ministrations ; that 
the heathen in distant lands are re- 
membered with tender solicitude, 
and contributions are cheerfully and 
liberally made, to send the gospel 
to them ; that praying societies are 
extensively instituted, and devoutly 
attended, and a hope is thus war- 
ranted, that the windows of Heav- 
en will be opened, and the richest 
blessings descend on this guilty 
world. 

The number of churches within 
our bounds, has, during the last 
ear, considerably increased ; and 
destitute congregations, through the 


| faithfulness of our ministers in their 


neighborhood, have been extensive- 
ly supplied with the administration 
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of the gospel ordinances. We hope 
that those, who have been thus fa- 
vored will not forget the solemn obli- 
gation which they are under to estab- 
lish as speedily as possible, the gos- 
pel ministry permanently among 
themselves —We state with pleas- 
ure, that great harmony prevails in 
our churches, and people appear 
to be walking together, in the chari- 
ty, and faith, and order of the 
gospel. Infidelity and other ruin- 
ous errors conscious of deformity, 
seem to court concealment ; while 
truth goes forth in her native love- 
liness, and meets with extensive ap- 
probation. 

But we have still more encour- 
aging things than these to make 
known. In a number of places 
within our bounds, during the last 
year, there have been extensive 
revivals of religion. Scenes resem- 
biing those of Pentecost, have been 
witnessed, in which solemnity has 
pervaded a people, sinners have 
been brought to inquire with solici- 
tude, and with trembiing, what they 
must do to be saved, and have at 
Jength been brought to rejoice in 
that glorious liberty wherewith 
Christ makes free. Fresh evidence 
has been afforded of the reality of 
the religion of Jesus, and of the 
power and grace of God. Wehave 
seen the Lithiopian change his skin, 
and the lecfard his sfrots, and have 
been forced to exclaim, in view of 
such miracles of mercy, this truly 
is the finger of God. The Preby- 
teries, in which such revivals have 
princ: pally taken place, are Jersey, 
Iudson, Onondaga and Albany ; 
and the places which have been 
nyjost extensively visited, are Ho- 
mer, Newark, Elizabethtown and 
Connecticut Farms. 

In many places also, where no 
special revivals have existed, the 
cause of religion presents a pleasing 
asiect 5 and the church looks green 
aud flourishing, under the gentle 
dews of divine grace, distiliing up- 
on itt Numbers are from time to 
time, added to the Lord, of such, 
we trust, as shall be saved. The 
religious instruction of children has 
heen blessed, and that watchful 
care, which has been exercised 
over these lambs of the flock, has 
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been often made a mean, by the 
great Shepherd and Bishop of souls 
of bringing them into his fold, A 
strone incitement has thus been 
afforded to parental and ministeria! 
fidelity, and the pleasing hope is 
excited, that a generation shall rise 
up to praise God, when their fath- 
ers shall have fallen asleep. We 
have also seen, in the events of the 
past year, viewed in connection 
with their circumstances, fresh and 
impressive evidence, that God is ¢ 
frrayer hearing God, aud that it is 
generally in answer to the earnest 
supplications of his people, that he 
appears in his glory to buildup Zion. 
But while we thus rejoice in the 
divine goodness, we have reason, 
also to deprecate the divine dis 
pleasure. In too many places, with- 
in our bounds, a lukewarmness and 
a neglect of religious ordinances 
prevail, and the vices of profane 
swearing, drunkenness and sabbath 
breaking, exist, to an alarming de- 
gree. In other places, things tem- 
poral, trifling in their nature and 
momentary in their duration, en- 
gross the chief attention, to the neg- 
lect of those things, of whose im- 
portance and duration, we cannot 
at present, adequately conceive — 
While the prince of darkness is 
thus striving to maintain an unhal- 
lowed dominion over the souls of 
men, let those who are clothed with 
the Christian armour labor, under 
the direction of the great Capsain 
of their salvation, to deliver them 
from this cruel bondage, into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God. 
We learn that an awful mortali- 
ty has prevailed, in many places 
within our bounds and withi: 
the bounds of these sister church- 
es, with which we are cConnect- 
ed ; and we are sorry to be 
compelled to add, that this dreadful 
vistation of the Almighty, does no! 
seem to have been extensively @ 
mean of producing repentance anc 
reformation. <A sleep like that of 
death, must have surely fallen up- 
on those, who can thus stand t- 
moved in their impenitency, while 
the arrows of death are flying thick 
around them. , 
From the General Association 0! 





Connecticut we learn, that though 
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there have been fewer revivals of 
religion, within their bounds during 
the past. year, than im some years 
which have preceded it, yet, on the 
whole, religion is not in a less pros- 
perous state, than it has hitherto 
been. An entire harmony there 
prevails, ameng the ministers and 
churches. 

in the county of Litchfield, a 
number of places have been refresh- 
ed, by an outpouring of the spirit 
of God. 


religious point of view are in ahigh 
degree hopeful.—Many of the youth 
of that seminary, are anxiouslyinqui- 


The souls of all mankind are 
equaily precious, but we cannot but 
ieel, that it is a subject of uncom- 
mon rejoicing, when by reviving re- 
ligion in our Most respectable sem- 
inaries of learning, God is prepar- 
ing for an increased number of 
able and faithful ministers of the 
gospel. 

Missionary, and bible, and reli- 
gious tract societies, are liberally 
supported, and the people of this 
state have extensively contributed to 
the missions of the east. They are 
also with their brethren in Massa- 
chusetts, Making great exertions 
to arrest the progress of intemper- 
ance, that angel of darkness and of 
death, who with a giant step, has 
nee through our land, and stain 

is thousands, and tens of thousancs, 
and who isstill continuing his awful 
work of destruction. 

From the General Association of 
Massachusetts Proper, we have re- 
ceived encouraging intelligence.— 
Religion there not only maintains 


its ground, but gains new conquests. | 


The cause of error, to say the least, 
is stationary ; while the cause of 
truth and righteousness, is steadily 
advancing. In some parts of that 
Stale, pleasing revivals of religion 
have taken place. A great, and 
general, and promising effort is ma- 
king, to suppress intemperance, and 
its Kindred vices, Inno other part 
of our country, has such liberality 
been manifested, in founding and 
supporting benevolent religious in- 
stitutions, having for their object 
Uie education of young men for the 


gospel ministry, without expense 
to themselves ; the dissemination 
of the Hoiy Scriptures in our own 
language, and the preaching of the 
gospel, in destitute parts of out 
own country ; the translatioa of the 
scriptures into the languages of the 
east, and the diffusion cf the light 
of divine truth among those, who 
are sitting 77 the region and shadow 
of death. When Christians in oth- 





er sections of sur country, are in- 


| formed, that the inhabitants of Mas- 
In Yale College, appearances in a | 


sachusetts have contributed, during 
the six years last past, for the a- 
bove purposes, a sum probably not 


: | less than half a million of dollars, 
ring what they must do to be saved. | 


will they not be provoked to go and 
do likewise ? 

From the General Assembly ct 
New Hampshire we learn, that 
though many of their towns are 
destitute of churches, and of the 
regular administration of gospel in- 
stitutions, and there vice lamenta- 
bly prevails, vet where religious 
ordinances are established, they are 
not enjoyed in vain. Ministers are 
faithful and zealous, in inculcating 
truth, and in opposing error ; anc 
are laboring to strengthen the 
hands, and encourage the hearts 
of each other, in their great and 
good work, and the Churches, 
walking in the faith and order of 
the gospel, are edited and increas- 
ed. ‘The serious people of this state, 
are continuing their efforts with 
their brethren in Massachusetts anc 
Connecticut, to suppress the grow- 
ing evilof intemperance. 

From the General Convention of 
Vermont, we learn, that religion is, 
on the whole, progressive among: 
them; that some new churches 
have, during the past year, been 
' formed ; and that numbers of those 
| which have, in time past, becn des- 
| titute of the stated ordinances of 
| religion, have settled gospel minis- 
ters among them. Benevolent in- 
stitutions, for the promotion of the 
interests of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, are increasing in number, and 
are respectably supported. The 
ministers and churches are happi- 
ly united, in the faith and order of 
the gospel. Revivals of religion 
have existed in several places, anc 
in Middlebury Coliege, an unustas 















































degree of seriousness has prevail- 


On the whole the Assembly think 
that religion has lost nothing, but on 
the contrary has gained much du- 
ring the past year; and we would 
record the fact to the honor of 
Him, whose zs the kingdom, the 
frower, and the glory. 

We exult in this consideration, 
though the nations of the earth are 
convulsed, and our own beloved 
country is at length involved in the 
wide spread flame of war ; and is 
solemnly called to humble itself be- 
fore a Righteous and Holy God, 
while it feels the infliction of one of 
his sorest judgments. But recol- 
lecting notwithstanding, that it was 
long since the divine prediction, 
that Jerusalem should be built zz 
troublous times, and observing that 
in our day, amidst all the falls and 
revolutions of empire which have 
afflicted and changed the face of 
the world, that greater efforts have 
been made to extend the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom, and with greater suc- 

cess, than for many centuries be- 

fore; we even derive encourage- 

ment from circumstances and e- 
ay vents, which, viewed in themselves, 
seemed hostile to Zion, but which 

in the hand of her Almighty King, 

: and to demonstrate that her cause 

is his own, are overruled for her 

Bl prosperity and triumph. 

rian The prospect of victory animates 

inh aeoctas the soldier to daring exploits ; and 

ial surely a heroic fortitude becomes 

every soldier of the cross, when 
the assurance is given in the word 
of God, and when this assurance is 

confirmed by the dispensation of 
Divine Providence, that his labor 
shall not be in vain in the Lord. — 
The events of the past year ad- 
monish and encourage us to be 
a steadfust, unmoveable, always a- 
bi 84 5ounding in the work of the Lord. 

Glorious things are spoken of Zi- 

on, the city of ourGop. Her boun- 

daries must be enlarged, until they 
shall embrace the whole family of 
| ! man. And we behold in the events 

en ta which are now taking place, com- 
| ' tortable evidence, that the night is 
ete g far spent, and that the day is at 
in wand. A noble spirit animates the 
protestant world, to spread the tri- 
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umphs of the cross ; andin theex. 
ertions which are now making, and 
which have recently been made 
and in the success which has crown, 
ed them, we think we perceive the 
dawning of that day, when the 
great Sun of Righteousness shall 
arise on all the world, with healing 
under his wings. 

But the prince of darkness wij] 
not be dispossessed of his dominion 
without a struggle. It is to be ex- 
pected that betore millennial glory 
shall irradiate the earth he wij 
muster his hosts unto battle, and 
that he will dispute for his territory 
at every step, with the champions 
of the cross. The circumstances of 
the church and of the world de- 
mand great sacrifices from Chris- 
tians, and afford every encourage- 
ment to make them. 

Let all those who deve our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity, and who 
are awaiting for the consolation of 
Israel, being strong in their Lord 
alone, rise in the majesty of their 
strength, and resolve, and let their 
piety, their prayers, and their ex- 
ertions, testify to the sincerity of 
their resolution, that for Zion’s sake 
they willnot hold their freace,andfor 
Jerusalem’s sake they will not rest, 
until the righteousness thereof shalt 
go forthas brightness, and thesatva- 
tion thereofas a lamp that burneth. 

By order of the 
General Assembly, 
JACOB J. JANEWAY, 
Stated Clerk. 
Philadelphia, May, 1815. 
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A Letter from Mr. Samuel J. 
Mills, Jr.to the Trustees of the 
Missionary Society of Connect 
cul. 


Attest, 


Last summer, Messrs. Samuel J. 
Mills, Jr. and John T. Schermer- 
horn, candidates for the munistry, 
from the ‘Theological College at 
Andover,commenced a tour through 
the western and south western parts 
of the United States, to learn the 
situation of the people with regard 
to religion, and to perform mission- 
ary labor as they should have op- 
portunity. ‘The following account 
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of their travels, from Marietta to 
New-Orleans, is contained in a let- 
ter from Mr. Mills to the Trustees 
of the Missionary Society of Con- 
necticut. 


“]T Lert Marietta the 24th of Oc- 
tober, 1812, and proceeded down 
the Ohio river. On the 25th, (Sab- 
bath) preached at Belprie, a New- 
England settlement. Thence pro- 
ceeded through Galliopolis to Chili- 
cothe, where I arrived November 
2d, preaching occasionally on the 
way, and distributing the Constitu- 
tion of the Ohio Bible Society. The 
prospect was favorable, as it re- 
spects the increase of the funds of 
the Society ; at least as much so as 
could be expected. On the 7th 
came to Springfield, on the head 
waters of the Little Miami. Herel 
tarried two or three days, detained 
on account of the rain, and waitin 
for Mr. Schermerhorn, who left 
Marietta the same day that I did. 
He went up the Muskingum, and 
came onby Zanesville and Frank- 
linton to Springfield, where he ar- 
rived the 10th. We proceeded on 
our way to Dayton, and put up with 
Dr. Welch, the Presbyterian minis- 
ter residing in that place. From 
Dayton, 1 came on to Lebanon, 
near the Little Miami, and thence 
to Cincinnati. Brother Schermer- 
horn went down the Big Miami b 
Franklin to Cincinnati, at whic 

lace we both arrived the 17th of 
vovember. 

“IT shall at this time only men- 
tion the number of Presbyterian 
ministers, in the state of Ohio, south 
and west of New Connecticut. By 
recurring to the census of 1810, you 
may form some idea of the religious 
state of this part of our western 
country. I shall name those coun- 
ties that have one or more Pres- 
byterian ministers, residing within 
their limits. Those not named are 
destitute. Columbiana county, one; 
Jefferson, four ; Belmont, one ; Ath- 
ens, one; Delaware, two; Fair- 

eld, one ; Licking, one ; Muskin- 
sum, one ; Pickaway, two; Ross, 
two; Knox, one; Washington, 
one ; Montgomery, one ; Warren, 
one 5 Highland, one ; Hamilton, 
‘wo; Butler, one; in the whole 








state, New Connecticut excepted, 
twenty four. These ministers have 
one church at least under their 
care, some have two or three. 
There are three Congregational 
ministers in this part of the state, — 
Mr. Potter, residing near Steuben- 
ville, has nocharge ; Mr. Robbins 
in Washington county ; and Mr. 
Harris in Licking county. 

‘“* South of New Connecticut, few 
Bibles or religious tracts have been 
received for distribution among the 
inhabitants. The Sabbath is great- 
ly profaned ; and but few 

le can be found in any one ice 
ere are, however, a number of 
Societies which are wishing to ob- 
tain ministers for settlement for a 
part of the time at least, more com- 
monly for six months in the year. 
The New Light Societies have been 
numerous in the western part of the 
state ; but are at present fast de- 
clining. They had lately, in their 
connection, 7 ordained preachers, 
and 6licentiates. The Baptists are. 
somewhat numerous in certain 
parts of the state. But the Metho- 
dists, according to their own calcu- 
lation, are far the most numerous 
religious denomination, in the state 
of Ohio, south of New-Connecticut, 
which is, in my opinion, far the 
most desirable part of the state ; 
certainly as respects the moral and 
religious habits of the people living 
there. They are far advanced a- 
bove any portion of country of equal 
extent and population, west of the 
mountains. The Shakers have a 
village 25 miles in a northern direc- 
tion from Cincinnati. They reckon 
their number at about 400. I be- 
lieve they are not increasing at the 
present time. 

“From Cincinnati Mr. Scher- 
merhorn and myself came down the 
river Ohio to Laurenceburgh in the 
Indiana territory. Left that place 
the 24th of Nov. crossed the Ohio 
into Kentuckey, and came down the 
river about 50 miles ; then again 
crossed over into Indiana, and came 
down some miles on that side of the 
river; then crossed back into Ken- 
tuckey, and continued our course 
within 30 miles of the falls of the 
Ohio, preaching occasionally. We 
found the inhabitants in a very des- 
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titute state ; very ignorant of the | 
doctrines of the gospel ; and in ma- | 
t 


ny instances without Bibles, or any 
other religious books. The Metho- 
dist preachers pass through this 
country, in their circuits occasional- 
ly ; but do very little, I fear, to- 
wards aiding the people in obtaiy- 
ing a true knowledge of the doctrines 
otf the Bible. There are, in the In- 
diana territory, according to the 
last census, 24520 inhabitants ; and 
there is but one Presbyterian min- 
ister, Mr. Scott, living at Vincennes. 
The Methodists and Baptists are 
considerably numerous. In the ll- 
linois territory, containing more 
than 12000 people, there is no Pres- 
byterian or Congregational minis- 
ter. There are a number of gvod 
people in the territory, who are 
anxious to have such ministers a- 
mongst them. They likewise wish 
to be remembered by Bible and 
Religious ‘Tract Societies. 

‘“* Leaving the river, we proceed- 
ed on our way through Frankfort, 
an easterly course to Lexington, 
where we arrived December Sth. 
We put up with Mr. Blythe, and 
soon became acquainted with a 
number of good people. During 
our stay at Lexington, we assiste 
in reorgaifizing the Constitution of 
the Bible Society, which had been 
instituted a year or two before ; but 
on too restrictive principles. It had 
done but little towards advancing 
the great object for which it was 
established. The prospect was, 
when we left, that it would soon be- 
come much more extensively use- 
ful. Of 500 Bibles, which had been 
committed to our care, by the New- 
York Bible Society, we directed 
100 to be sent to the Managers of 
the Kentucky Society, for distri- 
bution. There are, in the state of 
Kentucky, as nearly as we could 
ascertain, 33 Presbyterian minis- 
ters, 61 churches, and 1200 com- 
municants. ‘There isa Presbvtery, 
called the Cumberland Presbytery, 
which has detached itself from the 
Synod of Kentucky. Part of this 
Presbytery is within the fimits of 
‘Tennessee. ‘There are belonging 
to it 11 ministers, and about 100 
communicants. The number of 


churches we did not learn. The | 
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Baptists are very numerous in this 
state. They have 142 preachers 
263 churches, and 21660 commun). 
cants, ‘Fhe denomination called 
New Lights have 15 ministers, 29 
churches, and 1000 communicants, 
There are also 6 Roman Catholic 
priests, and 12 ages of worship, 
A Roman Catholic church has Jate- 
ly been built in Lexington. The 
Methodists are less numerous thay 
the Baptists ; but there are consid- 
erable number's of them in differen; 
parts of the state. 

“ We left Lexington on the 141) 
of December, and proceeded on 
our way to Nashville, in ‘Tennessee, 
where we arrived the 28th. Op 
the 29th, rode to Franklin, 20 miles 
from Nashville, and put up with 
Mr. Blackburn. During our stay 
iu this part of Tennessee, we con- 
sulted with a number ef pious peo- 
ple, with regard to the expediency 
of forming a Bible Society, They 
decidedly favored the object. Mr. 
Blackburn thought there would not 
be time to collect the people, and 
form a Constitution during our stay. 
He engaged that he would exer: 
himsel: in favcr of the object, as did 
others, men of piety and influence, 
We left with him a copy of the Con- 
stitution of the Bible Society formed 
inthe state of Ohio; and wrote to 
Mr. Robbins of Marietta, request- 
ing him tosend to Nashville, for the 
benefit of the Society about to be 
formed in that neighborhood, 56 vi 
the 500 Bibles which were to be 
sent to him from Pittsburgh. In tie 
state of Tennessee, there are 22 
Presbyterian miuisters, and 495 
ro Sag The Methodists are 
much more numerous; about 6 
ordained preachers, 125 licentiates, 
13500 whites in society, and 500 
blacks. ‘The Baptists have in this 
state a number of socicties. 

“ We consulted with Mr, Black- 
burn on the expediency of pursuing 
our Course down the river to New- 
Orleans. He advised us to go, and 
assisted in making the necessary 
preparations. It was thought bev! 
for us to descend the river. Gene- 


ral Jackson was expecting to go 10 


a few days, with about 1500 Volun 


teers to Natchez. Mr. Blackbarn 


i? a vere cor: Gn *4¥e . va wh ’ 
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having become acquainted with our | about 15 churches, and 494 commu- 


design, invited us to take passage 
on board his boat. We accepted 
the invitation ; and after providing 
some necessary stores for the voy- 
age, and making sale of our horses, 
we embarked the 10th of January, 
1813. We came to the mouth of 
the Ohio the 27th, where we lay by 
three days on account of the ice. On 
the Sist we passed New Madrid ; 
and the 16th of February arrived at 
Natchez. 

“During our stay at Natchez 
and the vicinity, we introduced the 
subject of the formation of a Bible 











Society, for the benefit of the cesti- | 


tute in the Mississippi territory. 


The professedly religious people, of | 


the different denominations, _ 
peared anxious for the establish- 
ment of an Institution of this kind. 
A proposal was drawn up for a 
meeting of those disposed to aid the 
object, and the time and place of 
the meeting agreed upon. At the 
‘ime appointed, a number assem- 
hed, and chose a Committee to 
prepare a Constitution, to be pre- 
ented to those disposed to sign it, 
ata second meeting which was to 
be held at Natchez, three weeks 
from the first meeting. We left 
with the Committee a copy of the 
Constitution we had with us, to 
which the one formed for the Mis- 
sissippi territory will most likely be 
similar. The Bible Society for this 
territory will be supported by a 
number of the most influential char- 
acters, both civil and_ religious. 
We engaged to send them 100 Bi- 
bles, and have given directions that 
they should be forwarded to Natch- 
ez, We likewise encouraged them 
to hope for further donations of Bi- 
bles from other Societies ; and en- 
yaged, upon our return, to repre- 
sent their state to the Bible Socie- 
ties of Philadelphia, Connecticut, 
an Massachusetts As those who 
engaged in the formation of thc So- 
ciety, entered upon the subject in a 
very spirited manner, we doubt not 
the result will be a happy one. 
Chere are at present 4 Presbyteri- 
an ministers in the territory, and 5 
or 6 churches. Whole number of 
communicants 113. ‘The Baptists 
have 6 ministers and 5 licenttates, 


nicants. The number of the Meth- 
oflists is about equal to that of the 
Baptists. 

* Before we left Natchez, we 
(with Mr. Blackman, the chaplain 
who attended the Tennessee Volun- 
teers) obtained a subscription of 
more than 100 dollars, for the bene- 
fitof the Tennessee Bible Society. 
This subscription was made by the 
officers principally. ‘The prospect 
was that it would be very couside- 
rably increased, before they left that 
part of the country. We were 
treated with great attention by the 
General and officers; and were 
more obliged to them for their sub- 
scription to the ‘Tennessee Society, 
than if it had been made tous. ~ 

“ We left Natchez the 12th of 
March, and went on board a flat 
bottomed boat, where our accom- 
modations were but indifferent. The 
weather was generally pleasant, 
and we arrived at New-Orleans the 
19th. We might have taken pas- 
sage in the steam boat, and should 
have done so, had it not been for the 
extra expense we must have incur- 
red. ‘he usual rate each passen- 

er pays in the steam boat from 
atchez to New-Orleans is 18 dol- 
lars ; whereas our passage was but 
little more than 6 dollars for both of 
us. The distance is 500 miles. 
For 100 miles above New-Orleans, 
the banks of the river are cleared, 
and in descending the river you 
ass many very elegant plantations. 
he whole of this distance, the 
banks appear like one continued 
village. ‘The greater part of the 
inhabitants are French Catholics, 
ignorant of almost every thing ex- 
cept what relates to the increase of 
their property ; destitute of schools, 
Bibles, and religious instruction. In 
attempting to learn the religious 
state of these people, we were fre- 
quently told, that they had no Bi- 
bles, and that the priests did not al- 
low of their distribution among 
them. An American, who had re- 
sided two or three years at a place, 
which has the appearance of being 
a flourishing settlement, and which 
has a Catholic church, informed me 





that he had not seen a Bible during 
his stay at thesettlement. He add 
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ed, that he had heard that a woman 
from the state of New-York had 
lately brought one into the place. 

«“ Upon our arrival at New Or- 
leans, we were soon made acquaint- 
ed with a few religious people. The 
number of those possessing ‘his 
character, in this place, we are con- 
strained to believe is small. We 
found here a Baptist minister, who 
has been in the city a few months, 
but expects to leave the place soon. 
He is a sensible man, and to appear- 
ance a Christian. I doubt not, he 
has labored faithfully in the service 
of his master. ‘There is no Protes- 
tant church in the city. Attempts 
have been made to obtain a sub- 
scription fer building one, but have 
failed. ‘There is at the present 
time a Methodist preacher in the 
place. I believe he expects toleave 
it soon. The Catholic priests will 
then be the only professedly reli- 
gious teachers in the city. 

“Soon after our arrival, we in- 
troduced the subject of a Bible So- 





ciety. It directly met the wishes 


of the religious people with whom 
we had become acquainted. As we 
had letters of introduction to Gov- 
ernor Claiborne, we called upon 
him in company with a friend. The 
object of our coming to the place 
was stated to him, and he approv- 
ed of it. A proposal for a meeting 
was readily signed by him, and by 
12 of the members of the Legisla- 
ture who were then in session. 
About 20 more, principally mer- 
chants belonging to the city, added 
their names to the list. At the time 
appointed for establishing a Socie- 
ty, the greater part of those who 
subscribed to the proposal met. 
Previous to the meeting, a Consti- 
tution had been formed ; and was 
presented for their approbation, 
should it meet the wishes of those 
present. The Constitution was read 
and considered, article by article, 
and adopted. It provided that the 
number of Managers should not be 
less than 12, nor more than 24, 
The Managers were to choose the 
other officers of the Society. After 
signing the Constitution, the Man- 
agers were chosen, about 20, 
some residing in the country, 
but the greater part in the city. 
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The Managers proceeded to the 
choice of officers. General Benja- 
min Morgan was chosen President 
and Dr. Dow, Vice-President, The 
rate paid by those who become 
members is fixed at 5 dollars, upon 
signing the paper, and the yearly 
tax upon each member is $ dollars, 
All present appeared much gratif- 
ed with the opening prospect. 
‘We find that, in order to have 
the Bible circulate freely, especial- 
ly among the Catholics, the consent 
of those igh in office must be ob- 
tained. We were frequently told, 
that the Catholic priests would by 
no means favor the object. We 
were referred to Father Antonio, as 
he is called, who has greater influ- 
ence with those of his order than 
even the Bishop, who has lately ar- 
rived from Baltimore. If the con- 
sent of the former could be obtain- 
ed, it was allowed by those with 
whom we conversed, that much 
might be done towards distributing 
the scriptures among the French 
Catholics. We took a convenient 
opportunity to call upon the Reve- 
rend Father. The subject was 
mentioned to him. He said he 
should be pleased to have the Bible 
circulate among those of his order ; 
and that he would approve of the 
translation distribut * the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. In ad- 
dition to this, he said he would aid in 
the circulation of the scriptures, 
should an opportunity present. We 
enquired of him, whether the priests 
in the different parishes would like- 
wise favor the good work ? At this 
enquiry he seemed surprised, and 
answered, ** How can you doubt it? 
It is for their interest to circulate 
the scriptures.” Upon this point, 
our sentiments were hardly in uni- 
son. However we felt no disposi- 
tion to contradict him. We have 
since called upon the Bishop. He 
also gave his consent, and said he 
would contribute in favor of the in- 
fant Institution. ‘This disposition 10 
the Catholic priests to favor the cir- 
culation of the scriptures has very 
much surprised all with whom we 
have conversed on the subject in the 
city. The priests acknowledge the 
eoleaienia of the land. Father An- 


tonio gave it as his opinion, that we 














$813.] 


should very rarely find a Bible in 
any of the French or Spanish Cath- 
clic families, in any of the parishes. 
And the Bishop remarked, that he 
did not believe there were 10 Bibles 
in the possession of all the Catholic 
families in the state; and _ these 
families constitute three fourths of 
the population of the state, people 
of color excepted, as is believed by 
men of intormation. When we 
came to this place, we found anum- 
ber of French Bibles and Testa- 
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ments had been sent there for dis- 
’ tribution, gratis ; and had been on 
hand same time. ‘They are now all 


ato 


of the country, and to attempt the 
establishment of Bible Socieues in 
the several states which were des- 
titute of them. 

Accordingly, he proceeded, to- 
gether with another Clergyman, 
his Associate, to Marietta, Ohio, 
where they had the satisfaction to 
see their endeavors succeed in the 
formation of a large and very re- 
spectable Society, tor the distrilu- 
tion of the Bible through that state. 
Similar institutions were formed 
through their instrumentality, in 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missis- 
sippi Territory. In lebruary they 


disposed of, and repeated enquiries | arrived in New Oricans, where their 


are made for those books by the | 
Catholics. I happened in at Mr. 


Stackhouse’s store a short time | 


since. During my stay, which was 
short, five or six persons Came in, 
enquiring for the Bible inthe French 
language. The present is certain- 
ly anew and interesting era in the 
history of New Orleans. Mr. Stack- 
house informs me, that if he had 50 
Bibles, he could dispose of them at 
once to the Catholics. 

“We expect to leave this place 
soon, and proceed on our way to 
Georgia, through the Creek nation. 
We hope to arrive home early in 
the month of July.” 


It appears from a postscript to 
Mr. Mills’ letter, that, after a long 
and fatiguing journey, he arrived at 
Athens in Georgia the 20th of May. 

The following paragraph from a 
Charleston paper contains some 


— information concerning Mr. 
\ ills, 


Charelston, ( S.C.) June 3. 

On ‘Tuesday last arrived in this 
city, from New-Orleans, Mr. Sam- 
uel J. Mills, Missionary from New- 
England. 

This gentleman having gradua- 
ted from the Divinity College in 
Andover, under the direction and 
by the appointment of the Mission- 
ary Societies of Massachusetts and 
Vonnecticut,; commenced in July 
‘ast, a tour through the Western 
and Southern Sections of the U. 
States. The particular objects of 
thisundertaking were to obtain cor- 
rect information of the religious state 
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exertions were signally blessed. An 
extensive Bible Society was formed, 
and leave was obtained by Mr. 
Milis, of the Catholic Bishop, to 
distribute a French translation of 
the Bible, through all the Parishes 
under his care. By this permission 
a door is opened for the distribution 
of the precious word of God, a- 
mong twenty thousand Catholics, in 
whose possession, in the opinion of 
their Bishop, ten Bibles cannot now 
be found. 

Since leaving New-Orleans, Mr. 
Mills has suffered much hardship 
and fatigue. On account of the dis- 
turbances near the coast, he was 
obliged to takea circuit of yearly 
300 miles through the wilderness, 
exposed to numerous dangers and 
severe privations. He is now on 
his return to New-England, with 
much interesting information for 
the corsage | Societies, and much 
experience of the Divine goodness. 

Juring his tour Mr. Mills has dis- 
tributed seven hundred Bibles, a- 
mong the destitute. All Christians 
will greatly rejoice at the success 
which has attended this important 
and interesting Mission. 

By the formation of these Socie- 
tiesin the interior states, and in 
Louisiana, Bibles may be given to 
hundreds of thousands, whe are now 
famishing for the word of eternal 
lite. 
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State of the Translation of tke 
a Scrifitures in the East, reported 
to the Bafilist connection in Eng- 
Jand.—June, 1812. 





Very Dear Brethren, 





'T’ew months only have elapsed 
since we last addressed you on the 
subject of translations ; but a wish 
expressed by the corresponding 
Committee of the British and For- 
cign Bible Society that we would 
suit the time of our annual memoir 
to their meeting held in July, indu- 
ces us to finish the year in June in- 
stead of August. 

In our last we informed you that 
five versions of the New Testament 
had issued from the press; the 
Sungskrit, the Bengalee, the Orissa, 
the Mahratta, and the Hindee— 
Among these it is scarcely needful 
to say any thing respecting the Ben- 
galee, which has been read for so 
many years, which will shortly re- 
quire a fourth edition, nor respecting 
at the Sungskrit, as its being read with 

Ay easc by pundits from all parts of 
yan India seems a sufficient proof of its 
eat perspicuity. Relative tv the other 
three we have been carefv'l to obtain 
all the information in our power. 
Respecting the Orissa version, Mr. 
Fohn Peter who labors in Orissa, 
writes thus in a letter dated 20th 
December, 1811: “ thave engaged 
nine persons to read the Orissa 
Scriptures for the purpose of ascer- 
taming the character of the trans- 
lation ; and I have read them to ma- 
at ny others. They ali declare, “ This 

ia is the Orissa larguage ;” though 

‘| some say, there are some Sungskrit 
words in it.” This latter fuct is un- 
avoidably the case, as none of the 
dialects of India contains a sufficient 
stock of current words to express 

; every term in which the mysteries 
of Gospel doctrine are conveyed. 

Of the .Wahratia version a gentle- 
man who has resided some years in 
that country, and who has distribu- 

ted a considerable number of copies, 
writes thus to Mr. Ward; “ Tell 
aye Dr. Carey that the style and lan- 
Lani 3 guage of the Mahratta New ‘Testa- 





fee. ment are well understood and much 
ie commended. Mr. J. who knows 


something of Sungskrit and reads 
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the Mahratta very freely, mentions 
it with great praise.” He also adds 
* Mahacdeo, to whom I gave a New 
Testament, has nearly read it twice 
through, and seems greatly interes:. 
ed by its contents. Kista has read 
the New ‘Testament through once 
and seems equally interested as Ma. 
hadeo. Bhuwanee is reading the 
New ‘Testament through a seccnd 
time,and seems rather mere warm- 
ly attached to it than the othe; 
two. Narayuna a youth is reading 
through the New Testament a se. 
cend time to his mother and other: 
of hisfamily lis mother often ée- 
clares her love for Jesus Christ and 
speaks cf the glad tidings to her 
friends.” 

We have received information 
that the /éindce * version has been 
sought and eagerly read in Orissa, 
at Maida, at Patna and even as far 
as Agra, which places embrace a 
circuit of more than a thousand 
miles. It seems also to have been 
read with interest around us ; ccp- 
ies having been requestedby natives 
of various parts ot India frequent- 
ing or residing in Calcutta and its 
netzhborhood. Among otliers, sev- 
eral from a baitalion of sepoys sta- 
tioned within a few miles of us, but 
among whom we have never been, 
have repeatedly come to Seram- 
pore soliciting copies of this ver- 
sion ; and in some instances they 
have afterwards employed us to 
bind them at their own expense. 
The demand for the Gospel and 
the Acts (which were stitched ina 
separate volume) has indeed been 
so great that we have re-printed @ 
smali edition to complete the New 
‘Testament again. But nearly ever’ 
copy of it thus completed anew was 
given away prior to March last, 


n 


when we resolved on printing @ 
—_ 


* We apply the term Hindecee 
or Hindee ¢o that dialect of te 
Tindoosthanee which is derive 
frincifally from the Sungskrtt, and 
which before the invasion of tie 
Mussulmans was spoken through 
out Hindcost’han. It is stiil the lan- 
guage most extensively under sto0u 
farticularly among the common 
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larger number of what would be 
the third edition of the Gospels, and 
the second of the rest of the New 
Testament. 

‘These circumstances relative to 
the three versions just named, great- 
ly encourage us, and give us reason 
to hope, that imperfect as they at 
present may be, they yet render the 
sacred Oracles intelligible to the 
poor and the ignorant as well as to 
the learned ; and by unremitted at- 
tention tothe improvement of every 
succeeding edition,we shall at lengi 
he enabled, through the divine bies- 
sing, to accomplish a work which 
appears to us so important, and 
give the numerous millions around 
us a faithful and perspicuous ver- 
sion of the word of life. 

I], We now advert to the Prog- 
ress made in Translations within 
the last ten months, which indeed 
has not been very great, as much of 
our attention has been directed to 
revising and preparing for the 
press those already translated. The 
progress made has been chiefly in 
the Sungskrit the Cashmire and the 
Chinese. In the two former the 
translations have been carried for- 
ward from the last book of Samuel 
to the 2d of Chronicles. In the 
Chinese the translation had advanc- 
ed from the middle of Numbers to 
the 5th chapter of the first book of 
Samuel. 

The following are the versions in 
which copy has been revised and 
prepared for the press. In the Or- 
issa, Copy has been prepared to the 
20th chapter of the 2d book of 
Kings. In the Aiindee, tothe 26th 
of Numbers. Inthe AZahratra, the 
copy is ready for the press to the 
2d of Deuteronomy. In the Sikh, 
to the 4th chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles. In the Telinga, little 
nas been done beside preparing, a 
grammar of the language, which is 
now in the press. In the Chinese, 
the Gospel by St John is undergoing 
a third revision, and the first 4 
teris now in the press. As the 
public have taken an interest in 
this version that demands our warm- 
est gratitude, it may perhaps not 
be disagreeable to them to be made 
acquainted with the mode we adopt 
in ulus revising, as this may possi- 
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| bly enable some learned and candid 


friend to suggest an interesting hint 
on the subject. it is this: with 
Griesbach before him _ brother 
Marshman goes through the cor- 
rected copy, sentence by sentence, 
with Mr. Lassar, and then slowly 
reads to him the English from the 
Greek of Griesbach, that he may 
judge of the meaning and spirit of 
the whole by seeing it in its connex- 
ion Whena proper portion is thus 
prepared, two copies are taken of 
it, one of which Mr. Lassar takes 
home with him (for in his daily 
course brother Marshman and he 
constantly sit together, ) that he may 
weigh it when alone, judge of the 
Chinese idiom, and avail himself 
of any idea arising from his ac- 
quaintance with the Armenian ver- 
sion, esteemed so excellent. The 
other, brother Marshman examines 
in the mean time with another Chi- 
nese assistant, takes his opinion on 
every new character, and where any 
clause seems obscure, causes him to 
write down his idea of its meaning, 
in other Chinese words. When 
brother Marshman and Mr. Las- 
sar have thus satisfied themselves, 
the double page is set up in the new 
Chinese types cut in metal, which 
is perhaps the work of half an hour 
for one of the youths studying Chi- 
nese: a few copies are then taken 
off and one given to Mr. Lassar, the 
Chinese assistants, and to each of 
the youths, for their perusal and re- 
marks. When none of us are able 
to — any further alteration, 
the double sheet is printed off. 'This 
method necessarily requires much 
time, and permits us to advance 
but slowly in printing, particularly 
at first ; but the peculiar nature of 
the Chinese language, differing as it 
does irom all we are engaged in be- 
side, seems to demand this care. 
Nor will it be ultimately any real 
loss of time to the work itself; for 
although we do not expect that even 
this care will render the first edi- 
tion perfect, as its accuracy must 
of course be in proportion to our 
knowledge, yet we have reason to 
believe it will free it from any very 
gross faults; and the knowledge 





and experience daily gained by this 
method, in conjunction with the con- 
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tinued study of the most esteemed 
Chinese authors, will we trust at 
length enable us to purge it of these, 
and to proceed in the work with an 
increased degree of speed as well as 
of certainty. 

Ill. We have also had an oppor- 
tunity of extending the translation 
of the word of life to the language of 
Assam. A pundit, a native of As- 
sam has been procured, and the na- 
ture of the dialect carefully imvesti- 
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Testament, it pleased an all-wise 
Providence to suffer a fire to break 
out about six in the evening, which 
after being resisted for four hours 
with all the help we could procure, 
baffled every effort made to stop it 
and increasing, in about two hour. 
consumed the building and all the 
printing utensils therein. In addi- 
tion to extensive founts of English 
types, one of Hebrew and two of 
Greek, there were destroyed no 


gated. The character current there | less than fourteen in the various 


struction, and at least nine-tenths of 
the words are identically so, But 
the grammar differs. The termi- 
nations of the nouns and verbs vary 
so much as to render a native of 
Bengal scarcely intelligible to one of 
Assam. Perhaps the difference 
may be as great between the two 
languages as between the Hebrew 
and the Chaldee. It is at least 
equal to that between the Chaldee 
and the Syriac. On maturely 
weighing the matter therefore, it ap- 

ared well worth the labor to re- 
move thatslight philological barrier, 
and allure the Assamese to the pe- 
rusal of the word of life by giving 
itto them entirely in their accus- 
tomed mode of speech, especially 
when it canbe done without the ex- 
pense of a new fountof types. The 
translation is advanced to the he- 
ginning of John. 

The death of that eminent philo- 
logist Dr. John Leyden having left 
unfinished several translations of the 
Gospels, we have retained a Push- 
too or Afghan moonshee, and by 
steady applic:tion we hope to be 
enabled in due time to carry for- 
ward the translation of this lan- 
uage. 


1s found to be Bengalee, and the con- | languages of the East, among which 


were founts of Arabic, Persian, 
Deva-naguree, Chinese, Burman, 


| Mahratta, Skikh or Punjabee, Te- 


linga, and Tamul. This calamity 
was heightened by the loss of abou: 
1400 reams of English paper, great 
part of which had been deposited 
with us by the Calcutta Auxiliary 
Bible Society, for the sake of print- 
ing editions of the New ‘Testament 
in Tamul, Cingalese, and Malaya- 
lim, and by the destruction of beoks 
and manuscripts which has cost 
nearly a thousand pounds. The 
nett loss, including the buildings, a- 
mounted to about sixty thousand 
rupees, or £ 7,500 sterling, exclusive 
of the paper belonging to the Cal- 
cutta Auxiliary Bible Society. 

Yet amidst this melancholy dis- 
pensation of divine Providence it 
was easy to discern traces ot its 
tender care. ‘The Presses, whici 
could scarcely have been replaced 
in India, being in a room adjoining, 
were got out unhurt; and to out 
inexpressible joy we, the next day, 
found uninjured among the ruins, 
the Stect Punches of the various In- 
dian languages which had taken us 
nearly ten years to get made, and 
which it must have taken almost as 


IV. Instead of mentioning any new | many years toreplace, independent 
editions which have issued from the | ly of the expense, as they are made 


press since our last memoir, we are 
called to bow in silent submission to 
a most awful and mysterious dispen- 
sation of Divine Providence. March 
11th, when the Pentateuch in Mah- 
ratta and Bengalee was _ nearly 
printed off, the New-Testament in 
the Skikh and Telinga languages in 


the press, together with the Hin- | Scriptures, 





by only two artists in Bengal. Of a- 
bove 4000, however, scarcely 74 
were found missing. After mature: 
ly weighing this dispensation of di- 
vine Providence, we felt convinced 
that it did not free us in the least 
from the duty of pressing forwarc 
the work of ‘publishing the Sacred 
but rather called tor 


doosthanee by Mr. Martyn, and a | increased exertion - therein. That 
second edition of the Hindee, and a the printing of them therefore might 
large edition of the Tamul New ! suffer as little delay as pessibic, Wt 


aavr 
















resolved on immediately commen- 
cing the work anewin a commodious 
building we had formerly let, but 
which had been given up to us four 
days before the fire broke out. 
There, with the melted metal, we 
begun casting afresh the various 
founts of types in which we were 
printing the Scriptures ; and through 
the good hand of God upon us, we 
have been enabled in these four 
months to get ready a fount of large 
types in the Devanaguree for the 
Sungskrit Scriptures and of small 
ones for the Hindee ; and also founts 
in the Tamul, Orissa, Bengalee, 
Mahratta, and Shikh languages, in 
all which we are now printing some 
ee of the Scriptures : namely the 

ew Testament in the Hindee,Shikh, 
and Tamul languages ; (the last an 
edition of 5000 copies at the sole ex- 
pense of the Calcutta Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Society,) the Pentateuch in 
Hindee, Mahratta, and Bengalee ; 
and the Historical Books in Orissa 
and Sungskrit. The Chinese move- 
able metal types we had ‘wrought 
into such a state of forwardness pri- 
or to the fire, as to be ready for 
printing the Scriptures with them ; 
but they were then all melted down. 
We have however kept the Chi- 
‘nese type cutters incessantly em- 
oye ever since, and have now the 
irst sheet of John in the Chinese 
press. 

Nothing further remains but the 
pleasing duty of acknowledging the 
supplies by means of which divine 
Providence has carried forward 
the work this year. Part of these 
consists of a donation from the Cor- 
responding Committee of the British 
and Forcign Bible Society of £1000; 
for which we beg you will tender 
the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety our warm and cordial thanks. 

Another most seasonable supply 
is the sum of /901 received by you 
from a great number of friends to 
the Scriptures both in England and 
America, mentioned more particu- 
larly in your Periodical Accounts, 
No. XX. and to whom also we beg 
you to present our warm and grate- 
fal acknowledgments 

The last sum we mention, which 
demands our gratitude as evincing 





a love to the cause of God far above 


1813.) Letter from Dr. Marshman to S. Salisbury, Esq. 277 


“ 


the value of the sum given, is a 
present of 20 dollars sent us from 
America by a friend of the word of 
God. 
The sums stand thus: 
r. ExPENDED. 
‘Tojearned natives for assistance 
in the various languages, 10 months, 
6034 47 
Balance, 9218 3 5 
Sa. Rs. 15,252 8 6 
RECEIVED. Cr. 
By money collected in England 
taken from the Periodical accounts, 
No. XX.- - - - - - 721280 
The British and Foreign 
Bible Society, - - - 800000 
By cash received from A- 
merica, - - - - - 4000 


Sa. Rs. 15,252 8 0 

The balance of last year we are 
unable to give with accuracy, asthe 
account was burnt at the time of 
the late fire. As we previously sent 
a copy to you, however, we beg 
you will supply the deficiency. 

We have to add, that although 
we have editions of various parts of 
the Scriptures in the press, we have 
been unable, through the late fire, to 
carry any ofthem to account, as we 
never place any version to the ac- 
count of the public till it be wholly 
printed off. ‘This in the present 
instance makes a difference in the 
balance of more than 8000 Rupees : 
that sum having been expended by 
us on the editions now in the press 
though not yet carried to account. 


<4 
Extracted from the Panopilist. 


The following letter was receiv- 
ed by the Reaper. It is from the 
Rev. Dr. Marshman to Samuel 
Salisbu;y, Esq. of Boston, and was 
obligingly communicated to us, at 
our request, for insertion. 


Seramporc, Oct. 20, 1812. 
“ DEAR Sir, 
Bx our brethren Mr. Johns and 
Mr. Lawson, we have been favor- 


ed with the fruits of the regard 
which our American friends bear te 
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the Sacred Scriptures—the sum of 
4640 dollars. So large a sum sub- 
scribed for the word of God, almost 
wholiy by two towns, Boston and 
Salem, fills us with equal gratitude 
and surprise. Nor can we pass by 
unnoticed your personal exertions 
in this almost unprecedented effort 
of Christian liberality, which you so 
much ferwarded, both by your own 
liberal contribution, and, what was 
still more important to us, by your 
voluntary services in rendering the 
generous efforts of others efficient, 
through their confidence in your 
diligence and integrity in conveying 
the whole tous. We intreat you to 
add another favor to those for which 
we are already indebted to you, by 
conveying to our worthy friends 
with you, in any way you judge best, 
the deep sense we have of this their 
Jabor of love tothe Sacred Word, 
and to the souls of the heathens who 
are sitting in darkness and the shad- 
ow of death for want of the light 
thereof ;—and to acquaint them 
with a fact, which it would be un- 
just to withhold from their knowl- 
edge, that by this exertion of Chris- 
tian liberality two towns have sow- 
ed the word of life for a whole na- 
tion: this sum being fully sufficient 
to defray the expenses of translating 
and printing a first edition of the 
New Testament in almost any one 
of the dialects of India so that the 
fruit of their Christian love may, 
through the Divine blessing (which 
we intreat them constantly to im- 
plore thereon) spring up from age 
to age in the Country thus enlight- 
ened even to the day of Jesus Christ. 
Glorious thought ! vet nothing less 
wiil be the fruit of this one effort of 
Christian hberality, (perhaps be- 
gun and ended in a month,) if it be 
wisely and faithfally applied, which 
it shail be ours to do to the utmost 
of our ability. We inclose the last 
statement of the Translations in our 
hands, which you are welcome to 
communicate tothe gentlemen, to 
whom we feel so much indebied, in 
any way you like. 

With our warmest thanks to them 
ana to you, I remain, dear Sir, (for 
my brethren) your obliged friend 
and servant in our common Lord. 

Josu. MARSHMAN. 





Mrs. Newell's Journal. 
(Concluded from p. 239,) 


29th. A world of changes this ' 
Early this morning brother Judson 
called at our room, unexpectedly 
from Calcutta. Capt. Chinminant 
has agreed to carry two of us in his 
vessel, to the Isle of France, for 609 
rupees—Sail next Saturday. How 
can such a favorable opportunity be 
neglected ? halted long between two 
opwions—If we go, we shall relin- 
quish the pleasure of meeting thedear 
brethren, and sister Roxana [Mrs, 
Nott.] Perhz Re we shail never see 
them more. ‘They may conclude to 
labor in some distant part of the 
Lord’s vineyard, and we be separat- 
ed from them through life, I shall go 
far away without one sinzle female 
acquaint: nce—the dangers of a long 
voyage must be hazarded at a critic- 
al period— But here let me stop, and 
review all the way in which God 
has led me, since I left my mother’s 
house, ~.ad the land of my birth— 
How have I been surrounded with 
mercies! What precious favors 
have I received! And shall I doubt? 
Oh, no ; my heart gladdens at the 
thought of commencing with my ev- 
er dear companion the missionary 
work, and of entering npon mission- 
ary trials and arduous engagements. 
So plain have been the leadings ot 
Providence thus far, that I cannot 
doubt its intimations. I will go lean- 
ing on the Lord, and depending on 
him for direction, support, and hap- 
piness. We shall leave the cear 
mission family at Serampore, when 
another rising sun dispels the dark- 
ness ot the nigit—Have packed all 
our things to-day—fatigued much 
and very sleepy—Ihe wanderer 
and the stranger will ere long re- 

se sweetly on the bosom of Jesus. 
It is sweet to be astranger anda 
wanderer for such a friend as this. 
—A valuable present from my dear 
Mrs. Marshman. Thus are all my 
wants supplied. Oh, for more thank- 
fulness. When will this heart © 
adamant be susceptible of stronger 
emotions of gratitude. Bless the 
Lord, O my dear American fricnds, 
for his kindness to me a stranger Jn 
a strange land .Ch, pray that mese 
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abundant mercies may melt me in- 
to deep contrition, and sorrow of 
heart for sin. 

« soth, [have this morning taken 
my leave of my dear Serampore 
friends. Atter a visit of six weeks 
I regret parting with them exceed- 
ingly. But such are the changes of 
this changing world. Friends must 
be separated ; the parting tear will 
often flow. How consoling the hope, 
that there isa world where sepa- 
ration will be for ever unknown.— 
A pleasant time in going from Se- 
rampore to Calcutta in the budge- 
row with brother Judson and Mr. 
Newell—Went on board the ship— 
Much pleased with the accommo- 
dations—Our birth is on deck—a 
cool pretty place—Dined at Dr. 
Carey’s—Spent the afternoon at 
Mr. Myers’—a charming family, 
willing to assist us in every thing— 
Mr and Mrs. More now residing 
with them—Drank tea with Mrs, 
Thomason, one of the kindest, best 
of women——More money collected 
for us. Mrs. T. has provided me 
with many necessarics—Went to 
church with Mr. and Mrs. T. in 
the evening—a most elegant church 
—Heard Mr. T. preach” 


S41 


Extracts from the Fifth Refiort of 
the Bible Society of Philadelphia. 


‘Lk Managers of the Bible Socie- 
ty of Philadelphia, with pleasure, 
meet their brethren, on this anniver- 
sary,to lay before them the result 
of their labors during the year past, 
agreeably to a provision in their 
charter. The important trusts con- 
fided to them they have endeavored 
faithfully to discharge. 

‘The orders passed at your last 
meeting were duly executed. 

The whole number of Bibles and 
New Testaments distributed, since 
your managers began their opera- 
tions, is seven thousand two hun- 
dred and forty-five. 

(Here follows a frarticular ac- 
count of Bibles distributed the last 
year. ) 

The managers, with gratitude 
and praise to God, look back to the 
tume when they resolved to procure 








a set of stereotype = for the sa- 
cred scriptures. Your funds were 
then low; and the question was, 
How shall the expense be met with- 
out impeding our operations in dis- 
tributing the sacred volume? Not 
discouraged by the state of your 
funds, they determined to send an 
order to England for these types, 
and trust to Providence for abiiit 
to pay for them in dueseason. “ tt 
is good to trust in the Lord.” He 
has carried us safely through our 
difficulties. "The managers, without 
relaxing in their work of distribu- 
ting the word of God, have been 
enabled, by the kindness of Provi- 
dence, to extinguish the whole debt 
on the types; although it has a- 
mounted to much more than they 
expected, when their order for them 
was passed. ‘These circumstances 
are related that we may take cour- 
age, and, depending on our God, go 
on, with increasing alacrity, in the 
good work in which we are engaged. 

(Zhe whole cost of the stereo- 
tyfie pilates was % 3594, 67.) 

The establishment of Missionary 
and Bible Societies forms a new 
era in the Christian Church; to 
which unborn generations will look 
back with gratitude and praise to 
the God of all grace. ‘These So- 
cieties, nearly cotemporary in their 
origin, pursue, with growing ar- 
dour, the same giorious and benev- 
olent object, the universal diffusion 
of the knowledge of the Son ot 
God among our fallen and benight- 
ed race. To Missionary Societies, 
however, is due the praise of having 
taken the Jead in this ennobling 
work of Christian charity ; and 

robably to the excitement of pub- 
lic zeal for the cause of our great 
Redeemer produced by their la- 
bors, may be traced the origin of 
Bible Sccicties. 

How sublime the conception an- 
nounced at the formation of the 
London Missionary Society, that 
their design was nothing less than 
to effect a gencral movement of the 
Church on earth! Improbable as 
appeared the accomplishment of 
this exalted purpose, at that time 
when religion was throughout Chris- 
tendom in a state so languid and 
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the efforts of infidelity so active and 
prevalent, we have lived to see it 
realized. A general movement of 
the Church cf Christ on earth, has 
succeeded the establishment of that 
Society. 

The man who first conceived the 
idea of forming a socicty for distri- 
buting gratuitously the [oly Serip- 
tures, without note or cominent, a- 
mong the poor; by which the ac- 
tive exertions of Christians of all 
denominations have been harmoni- 
ously combined in diffusing abroad 
the pure light of heavenly truth ; 
should be deemed a benefactor of 
mankind. The vast importance of 
this principle has been most interest- 
ingly displayed ; first in the establish- 
ment and exertionsof the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and subse- 
quently in the formation and labors 
of numerous similar societies in Eu- 
rope, Asia, and America ; by whose 
agency the word of God has been put 
into the hands of several hundred 
thousands of our race, who might 
otherwise have lived and died with- 
out possessing this invaluable and 
necessary treasure. 

Nine years have this day elapsed 
since the British ard Foreign Bible 
Society wasformed ; and,during that 
period,they have laboref in the great 
cause of Christianity, with a zeai and 
liberality which will throw upon the 
present and the last century a lustre 
that will distinguish them in Chris- 
tian History. The efforts of this So- 
ciety are marvellous, and demand 
from every follower of Christ grati- 
tude and praise to him who “ work- 
eth,” in his people ** doth: to will and 
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to do of lis good pleasure.” May 
the blessed Spirit ever preserve tha 
Society,and,from time totime,renew 
and increase its zeal and liberality ! 

In imitation of the laudable exam- 
ple set by this PARENT Society, ny- 
merous auxiliary societics have been 
formed in Great Britain : and in this 
country Christians have shown a 
disposition to emulate the conduc: 
of their transatlanticbrethren. 

What an interesting spectacle 
dees the Christian Church exhibit in 
this dav of confusion and convu!- 
sions ! What a sublime attitude has 
she assumed! While the govern- 
ments of this world are contendin- 
for the mastery, and are, in their 
mighty conflicts,desolating the earth; 
wlule thrones are tottering, kingdoms 
falling, and humanity bleeding ai 
every pore ; she lifts up her head 
amid the noiseand the tumult ; and, 
contemplating, with the compassion 
of her divine Lord, the miseries of 
mankind, she is meditating schemes 
for their deliverance. Animated 
by faith in the promises of her Ged, 
and looking forward, with holy ex- 
ultation, to her latter day glory, slic 
has commenced the noble enter- 
prise, which will, we trust, issue 
speedily inthat grand and long wish- 
ed for revolution, by which nations 
shall be subdued to the Prince of 
Peace, and the oracle fulfilled, 
which announces the glorious period 
in these reviving words, “ Theking- 
doms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and ef his 
Christ ; and he shall reign for ever 
and ever.” 
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Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticur. 
June, 7. A Friend of Missions, Torrington East, 
Received from Jesse Roct, Esq a donation from him, . 100 00 


% 00 50 


» 19% Received from Rev. Samuel Sargeant, collected in New 


Settlements, . . . 


» 19. Received from Rev. Holland Weeks, ‘collected in New 


Settlements, . . . 
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Donations for Foretgn Missions. 


June 1. Received by P. W. Gallaudet, by the hands of Peter 3. 


Gleason & Co from the 
male Cent Society, . . 


Towards the translations of the Scriptures, . . . + 


Hartford (Pennsylvania) Fe- 
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